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Water and Rivers Commission

PART 14 - Minister for Housing, Aboriginal Affairs, and Water Resources

DIVISION 72

APPROPRIATION AND FORWARD ESTIMATES


1997-98

Actual

$'000
1998-99

Estimated

Actual

$'000
1999-00

Budget

Estimate

$'000
2000-01

Forward

Estimate

$'000
2001-02

Forward

Estimate

$'000
2002-03

Forward

Estimate

$'000

RECURRENT 







Item 101 Amount provided to fund outputs for the year

29,452
33,359
33,654
33,901
33,566
34,156

Amount Authorised by Other Statutes







  - Salaries and Allowances Act 1975

140
140
140
140
140
140

Total Recurrent Services

29,592
33,499
33,794
34,041
33,706
34,296

CAPITAL







Item 182 Amount provided for Capital Services for the year

3,753
2,373
800
800
2,500
2,500

Total Capital Services

3,753
2,373
800
800
2,500
2,500

GRAND TOTAL

33,345
35,872
34,594
34,841
36,206
36,796









MISSION

The Water and Rivers Commission will manage the water resources of Western Australia for the benefit of present and future generations in partnership with the community.

SIGNIFICANT ISSUES AND TRENDS

· Sustainable use is the fundamental premise of water resources management and protection in Western Australia. It is about balancing the water needs of people and the environment. The Water and Rivers Commission has the role of providing this balance, based on sound scientific understanding of water in the environment.

WATER ALLOCATION

· Increasing population and associated economic and social activity is increasing the demand for water. The pressures placed on the divertible water varies geographically depending on the relative magnitudes of the demands and the water available. The environmental impacts of water supply source development must be well planned and managed to ensure that ecological processes and biodiversity are not compromised.

WATER LAW REFORM

· The COAG 'National Competition Policy Agreement' of April 1995 requires full implementation of the 'Water Agreement' by 2001 for the State to be able to receive a series of Commonwealth 'Competition Payments'.  This provides the State with a tremendous opportunity to revisit water management laws that have been in place since 1914 and which are clearly no longer able to deliver the level of water resource management required in a modern society.

STATE DEVELOPMENT

· There are increasing development pressures in the Metropolitan, South-West and semi-arid Pilbara and Gascoyne regions which require careful management of water resources.  Water dependent environmental features have high ecological and social value in these regions, and it will be important to identify and prevent loss through inappropriate development. Catering for development pressures requires sound planning and management strategies, based on a good understanding of the resources.

SALINITY

· Western Australia has more than 70 per cent of Australia's reported dryland salinity, that is salinity occurring on land that is not irrigated.  An estimated 1.8 million hectares of farmland are already salt-affected in Western Australia, and this area is predicted to increase to 6.1 million hectares before a new water balance equilibrium is reached, if catchment management to control salinity is ineffective.  The potential ramifications to the WA community are therefore enormous.

RIVERS AND ESTUARIES

· WA has 208 recognised rivers totalling some 25,000 kilometres in length.  More than 80 per cent (by length) of stream riparian zones in the South-West agricultural area are seriously degraded by salinity.  This poses a threat to remaining vegetation, wetlands, species and ecosystems.  WA has also 45 estuaries covering 440 square kilometres.  In the South-West of WA, only seven estuaries out of 22 have low nutrient levels.

WETLANDS

· More than 70 per cent of the original wetland areas in the Perth-Bunbury region have been lost. A growing population is placing increasing pressure on remaining wetlands, more of which are attached to artificial drainage systems and suffering from the effects of agricultural and urban development.

WATER INFORMATION

· Understanding water resources is critical to conserve our most precious resource, but carrying out the investigations to provide the information is a huge task. Collection of this information and interpretation of its management significance are key services provided by the Commission to the Western Australian community.

· The Water and Rivers Commission has developed its existing allocation policy process with a short term focus on Statewide Allocation, South West Irrigation, Carnarvon and Wanneroo.

· The Commission has developed and implemented a Leave Management Policy to reduce the Commission’s leave liability by 10% in the current financial year and to manage leave liability in accordance with Government Policy.

MAJOR POLICY DECISIONS

Details of major policy decisions impacting on the Agency since publication of the 1998-99 Budget to Parliament on 30 April 1998 are outlined below.


1999-00

Budget

Estimate

$'000
2000-01

Forward

Estimate

$'000
2001-02

Forward

Estimate

$'000
2002-03

Forward

Estimate

$'000

Gascoyne/Murchison Strategy

740
860
-
-







OUTPUT AND APPROPRIATION SUMMARY


1997-98

Actual

$'000 (a)
1998-99

Estimated

Actual

$'000
1999-00

Budget

Estimate

$'000
2000-01

Forward

Estimate

$'000
2001-02

Forward

Estimate

$'000
2002-03

Forward

Estimate

$'000

RECURRENT







Outputs







Water Allocation Policies and Licensing

6,504
7,219
7,446




Water Information Allocation Plans for Sustainable Development

4,648
5,160
5,321




Water Conservation Strategies

3,458
3,839
3,959




Water Protection Policies, Guidelines and Regulation

3,773
4,188
4,319




Water Resource Information, Protection Plans and Works

10,136
11,250
11,604




State Development Planning and Approvals

4,262
4,730
4,879




Total Net Cost of Outputs (b)

32,781
36,386
37,528
39,105
38,200
39,384

Adjustments for non-cash items







· depreciation

(2,795)
(2,599)
(3,729)




· other

39
1,124
(472)




Total Cash Cost of Outputs

30,025
34,911
33,327
35,634
35,144
36,375

Adjustments







Adjustment for cash balances

(433)
(1,412)
467
(1,593)
(1,438)
(2,079)

Consolidated Fund Recurrent Appropriations

29,592
33,499
33,794
34,041
33,706
34,296

CAPITAL







Capital Investment







Asset replacement/maintenance

2,474
972
-
-
-
-

Asset expansion

2,159
1,700
800
800
2,500
2,500

Total value of investment(c)

4,633
2,672
800
800
2,500
2,500

Adjustment for cash balances and other funding sources

(880)
(299)
-
-
-
-

Consolidated Fund Capital Appropriations

3,753
2,373
800
800
2,500
2,500

Total Consolidated Fund Appropriations

33,345
35,872
34,594
34,841
36,206
36,796









(a) The 1997-98 actuals have been adjusted, where necessary, to be on a comparable basis with 1999-2000 budget estimates.

(b) After adjustment for operating revenues including resources received free of charge.

(c) Supporting details are disclosed in the Capital Budget Statement.

RESOURCE AGREEMENT

The following outcome, output and financial information is the subject of a Resource Agreement signed by the Minister, a representative of the accountable authority and the Chief Executive Officer.

OUTCOMES, OUTPUTS AND PERFORMANCE INFORMATION

Outcome: Sustainable Use of Water Resources for Economic Development.

Output 1: Water Allocation Policies and Licensing

Output Description: 

A system for administration of the Commission's role in allocating water to competing users and the environment.


1997-98

Actual

$'000
1998-99

Estimated

Actual

$'000
1999-00

Budget

Estimate

$'000
Reason for Significant Variation

Total Cost of Output

7,909
8,319
8,549


Less Operating Revenues (a)

1,405
1,100
1,103


Net Cost of Output

6,504
7,219
7,446


Adjustments for non-cash items

(547)
(293)
(833)


Cash Cost of Output

5,957
6,926
6,613


(a) Includes user charges and fees, net profit on asset disposal, other revenues and resources received free of charge.

Output Measures (b)


1998-99

Estimated
1999-00

Target
Reason for Significant Variation between 1998-99 Estimated and 1999-00 Target

Quantity




Number of Licenses administered

20,200 units
20,500 units
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

Number of Ministerial and Parliamentary requests for advice

170
180
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          


Quality




Results of a survey of the Minister to determine his level of satisfaction with the quality of policy advice

70%
70%
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          


Timeliness




Percentage of new or reviewed licenses issued within the appropriate timeframes

75%
75%
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          


Response to Ministerial and Parliamentary requests within agreed timeframes

75%
75%
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          


Cost




Accrual cost per license(c)

$410
$415
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

Cost of Ministerial and Parliamentary requests for advice

$146
$146
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          


Effectiveness

Licensing of allocations in declared areas is a statutory function of the Commission. They are one instrument used to manage water use.

(b) The Full Time Equivalents(FTE's) employed in this output during 1998-99 was 75 and is estimated to be 71 for the 1999-2000 Budget.

(c) The accrual cost per license includes all infrastructure and allocation management costs where necessary to enable water allocation licensing.

MAJOR ACHIEVEMENTS FOR 1998-99

· The Water and Rivers Commission has developed its existing allocation policy process with a short term focus on Statewide Allocation, South West Irrigation, Carnarvon and Wanneroo.

MAJOR INITIATIVES FOR 1999-2000

WATER ALLOCATION

· Groundwater licensing is to be maintained throughout the State.

· Development of surface water allocation plans in priority areas including the Harvey Basin, Swan-Canning and Warren Lefroy catchments.

WATER LAW REFORM

· The Commission will continue to develop water industry frameworks, standards and targets to meet  COAG requirements and run a major state-wide consultation program to ensure any legislative change meets community expectations.

· Legislation for a water trading system is to be brought before Parliament this year. Local rules for implementation will be a key aspect of water allocation management in future and allow for direct community involvement in water resource management.

Outcome: Sustainable Use of Water Resources for Economic Development.

Output 2: Water Information Allocation Plans for Sustainable Development

Output Description: 

Plans that provide information on: the resource and its values; how it can be accessed to support economic development; sustainable levels of use and associated management criteria; and provide the policy basis for administration of allocation licensing at a local level.


1997-98

Actual

$'000
1998-99

Estimated

Actual

$'000
1999-00

Budget

Estimate

$'000
Reason for Significant Variation

Total Cost of Output

5,652
5,946
6,109


Less Operating Revenues (a)

1,004
786
788


Net Cost of Output

4,648
5,160
5,321


Adjustments for non-cash items

(391)
(209)
(596)


Cash Cost of Output

4,257
4,951
4,725








(a) Includes user charges and fees, net profit on asset disposal, other revenues and resources received free of charge.

Output Measures (a)


1998-99

Estimated
1999-00

Target
Reason for Significant Variation between 1998-99 Estimated and 1999-00 Target

Quantity




Number of allocation plans produced

5 plans
5 plans
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

Number if measurement sites operated

4,305
4,305
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

Quality




Results of a survey of stakeholders to determine the level of satisfaction with the quality of water resource management plans

 
70%
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          


Timeliness




Percentage of plans produced with negotiated timeframes

80%
80%
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          


Cost




Average cost per allocation plan(b)

$87,000
$87,000
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

Average cost for operating one measurement site

$1,280
$1,318
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          







Effectiveness

Water allocation management plans are the primary means of providing a framework for the administration of the Commission's statutory function to license water allocations by users.  They are essential to ensure predictability and consistency, and to protect water users form arbitrary and capricious administrative decision making.  The plans provide public information on the resource in terms of its water resource values for all uses, define sustainable levels of use and associated management criteria, and provide the policy basis for administration of allocation licensing at a local level.

Proposed Measure:

% of groundwater management areas with use in excess of management objectives.

% of license use covered by management plan



(a) The Full Time Equivalents (FTE's) employed in this output during 1998-99 was 39 and is estimated to be 37 for the 1999-2000 Budget.

(b) The average cost per allocation plan is presented above. Actual costs vary depending on the complexity and information needs in preparing and negotiating such plans. Plans vary in costs between $16,000 and $120,000.

MAJOR ACHIEVEMENTS FOR 1998-99

· A strategic State Surface Water Reference Network is supported and maintained.  Information is used for water resources planning, flood warning development planning and state of the art water resources reporting.  Comprehensive surface water and groundwater databases are maintained and updated as part of the State's strategic information base.

· Regional appraisal of the availability of surface and groundwater to support planning for development pressures within existing water supply areas.

· Inventories and assessment of groundwater and surface water resources are being compiled for regional development and large catchment initiatives in easily accessible format, eg. Blackwood, Swan Avon, Moore River, Ord, Pilbara and Harvey.

MAJOR INITIATIVES FOR 1999-2000

· Development of environmental water requirement and provisions for Canning River, Ord and Kimberley, Gnangara and Serpentine and Jandakot water resources.

· Continued implementation of management strategies for Gascoyne (as part of the Rangelands initiative).

· Allocation Plans for Busselton-Walpole, Pilbara, Kemerton, Albany, LaGrange and Swan Coastal Plain areas.

· Ongoing assessment and appraisals of water resources.

Outcome: Sustainable Use of Water Resources for Economic Development.

Output 3: Water Conservation Strategies

Output Description: 

Promotion, education, regulation and encouragement of the community in the efficient use of water.


1997-98

Actual

$'000
1998-99

Estimated

Actual

$'000
1999-00

Budget

Estimate

$'000
Reason for Significant Variation

Total Cost of Output

4,205
4,424
4,545


Less Operating Revenues (a)

747
585
586


Net Cost of Output

3,458
3,839
3,959


Adjustments for non-cash items

(291)
(156)
(443)


Cash Cost of Output

3,167
3,683
3,516








(a) Includes user charges and fees, net profit on asset disposal, other revenues and resources received free of charge.

Output Measures (a)


1998-99

Estimated
1999-00

Target
Reason for Significant Variation between 1998-99 Estimated and 1999-00 Target

Quantity




Volume of groundwater under management by the Commission (kilolitres)

1,248m
1,260m
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          


Number of strategic water use plans produced

2 plans
5 plans
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

Quality




Results of a survey of recipients of key Departmental publications to determine their satisfaction with the quality of the education and information provided

 
70%
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          


Timeliness




Publication of plans in accordance with negotiated time frames

80%
80%
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          


Cost




Accrual cost per 1,000,000 kilolitres allocated

 
$2,527
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

Cost per strategic water use plans produced(b)

$250,000
$272,000
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          






Effectiveness

The efficient use of water resources is also a major objective of managing allocations and is reflected in the need to ensure water is "used wisely" as included in the Commission's Vision statement.  Associated with each of these activities is the need to educate and ensure the community is aware of wise water resources management.



(a) The Full Time Equivalents (FTE's) employed in this output during 1998-99 was 30 and is estimated to be 29 for the 1999-2000 Budget.

(b) The average cost per strategic water use plan is presented above. Actual costs vary depending on the complexity and information needs in preparing and negotiating such plans. These cost include the preparation of minor plans and strategies which are not reported.

MAJOR ACHIEVEMENTS FOR 1998-99

The Commission continues to encourage the wise and efficient use of water via:

· Advertisements, editorial and targeted map bores where the Commission believes appropriate, conservation of scheme water, public awareness of the right areas for bores, mailouts and press releases.  

· This has resulted in reduced reliance on scheme water for gardens, increased understanding of water conservation. 
A detailed understanding of the hydrogeology and groundwater conditions beneath the existing irrigation areas and the proposed Ord River Stage II areas has been obtained, through a comprehensive drilling, testing and monitoring program, with detailed analysis and production of hydrogeological data sets and map.
MAJOR INITIATIVES FOR 1999-2000

STATE DEVELOPMENT

· The Commission will continue to provide planning advice to large developers, the Department of Resources Development and regional development authorities on water availability and produce water development plans on a regional basis.  This effort will also focus on the proposed West Kimberley Development Planning and Ord River Irrigation Stage II Water Development Plans.

Outcome: Protection and Enhancement of the Quality of the State’s Surface and Groundwater.

Output 4: Water Protection Policies, Guidelines and Regulation

Output Description: 

A system for administration of the Commission's role in protecting and enhancing the quality and amenity of the State's water resources.


1997-98

Actual

$'000
1998-99

Estimated

Actual

$'000
1999-00

Budget

Estimate

$'000
Reason for Significant Variation

Total Cost of Output

4,588
4,826
4,959


Less Operating Revenues (a)

815
638
640


Net Cost of Output

3,773
4,188
4,319


Adjustments for non-cash items

(317)
(170)
(484)


Cash Cost of Output

3,456
4,018
3,835








(a) Includes user charges and fees, net profit on asset disposal, other revenues and resources received free of charge.

Output Measures (b)


1998-99

Estimated
1999-00

Target
Reason for Significant Variation between 1998-99 Estimated and 1999-00 Target

Quantity




Number of Ministerial and Parliamentary requests for advice

300
310
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          


Number of key policies developed

 
3
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

Volume of groundwater  under management by the Commission (in kilolitres)

1,251m
1,260m
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          


Quality




Results of a survey of the Minister to determine his level of satisfaction with the quality of policy advice

 
70%
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          


Timeliness




Response to Ministerial and Parliamentary requests within agreed timeframes

 
90%
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          



1998-99

Estimated
1999-00

Target
Reason for Significant Variation between 1998-99 Estimated and 1999-00 Target

Cost




Accrual cost per ministerial and parliamentary responses

$146
$146
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          


Cost per key protection policies developed

 
$129,308
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

Average cost per million kilolitres of groundwater managed and protected

 
$3,500
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          






Effectiveness

The Commission develops policies and provides advice to government and other government agencies to ensure appropriate protection of the state's water resources.  The Commission also provides advice and support for enhancing and improving water resources.



(b) The Full Time Equivalents (FTE's) employed in this output during 1998-99 was 36 and is estimated to be 34 for the 1999-2000 Budget.

MAJOR ACHIEVEMENTS FOR 1998-99

· Drainage/Water Management Strategy's for metropolitan Perth

· Land Use Impact Investigations in Priority public water supply catchments

· Implementation of the State Wetland Conservation Policy is being be staged over the next three year's.

· Policies and Guidelines on Land Use Impacts

MAJOR INITIATIVES FOR 1999-2000

· Continued advice and support to government in the areas of flood warning and floodplain advice, drainage and environmental impacts resulting from pollution and other sources.  Policy development includes Statewide waterways and catchment management, the Swan Catchment Program and identification of riparian protection zones.

Outcome: Protection and Enhancement of the Quality of the State’s Surface and Groundwater.

Output 5: Water Resource Information, Protection Plans and Works

Output Description: 

Plans that provide information on the resource, its quality, standards that need to be met to protect its quality, and remediation or enhancement activities where necessary.


1997-98

Actual

$'000
1998-99

Estimated

Actual

$'000
1999-00

Budget

Estimate

$'000
Reason for Significant Variation

Total Cost of Output

12,325
12,964
13,322


Less Operating Revenues (a)

2,189
1,714
1,718


Net Cost of Output

10,136
11,250
11,604


Adjustments for non-cash items

(852)
(455)
(1,299)


Cash Cost of Output

9,284
10,795
10,305


(a) Includes user charges and fees, net profit on asset disposal, other revenues and resources received free of charge.

Output Measures (b)


1998-99

Estimated
1999-00

Target
Reason for Significant Variation between 1998-99 Estimated and 1999-00 Target

Quantity




Length of rivers (in km) within declared surface water management areas

11,680km
11,680km
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          


Number of management or protection plans to be produced

6
16
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          


Quality




Results of a survey of recipients of key Departmental publications to determine their satisfaction with the quality of the education and information provided

 
70%
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          


Timeliness




% of management plans developed within agreed timeframes

80%
80%
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          


Cost




Average cost per Km of river managed

 
$660


Cost per management or protection plan produced(c)
 
$350,000
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          


Effectiveness

Protection of water resources is assessed in various ways depending on the type of resource.  However the primary objective is to ensure that water resources are clean, healthy and available for varying uses.

For Rivers and Estuaries - The % of rivers and estuaries with low nutrient levels, The extent to which standards are developed and used to maintain the environmental health of waterways, The extent to which the planning and development recommendations of the Commission are accepted and implemented and The extent to which the waterways are protected while providing facilities for public use

For Salinity - Surface Water Quality - Annotated Hydrograph of Collie River

For Groundwater - % Of the State's public and private water supplies covered by management plan.

(b) The Full Time Equivalents (FTE's) employed in this output during 1998-99 was 92 and is estimated to be 87 for the 1999-2000 Budget.

(c) The average cost per management or protection plan is presented above. Actual costs vary depending on the complexity and information needs in preparing and negotiating such plans.

MAJOR ACHIEVEMENTS FOR 1998-99

· Supporting the community in the restoration of stream salinity in key catchments.  Ongoing implementation of the State Salinity Action Plan.  Mapping of information relevant to identifying and understanding salinity and assessment of new technologies for remote sensing. Salinity management actions at Lake Toolibin, Lake Muir and Lake Unicup.

· Develop and fostered effective working relationships with other governments agencies and community groups.

· Statewide waterways management through 3 Coordinator Catchment Management - including Peel, South Coast, Leschenault, Midwest Avon and Swan.  The Integrated Catchment Management model Geocatch program was established at Busselton. This is a case study in new approaches to developing partnerships between the Government and community in catchment management.

· Protection and Restoration of South West Waterways.

· Albany Hinterland Foreshore assessment, rehabilitation and evaluation.

· Debris and Litter Management of Wetlands and Waterways.

· A Ministerial Taskforce is reviewing the roles and responsibilities, funding and legislation with respect to floodplain management and flood warning. Flood plain Management and Forecasting and Warning including - Mid-West Avon, Fitzroy River and Gascoyne River.

· Gnangara Mound Management - Review of development applications. Preparation of draft Gnangara Land Use and Water Management Strategy. This will enable improved management of many water supply bores with protection of important environmental attributes at Gnangara.  Additionally there has been effective co-ordination between regulators.

MAJOR INITIATIVES FOR 1999-2000

SALINITY

· Implementation of relevant parts of the State Salinity Action Plan, particularly the establishment of incentive schemes for farmers to improve remnant vegetation management.

· Improving community support for restoration of stream salinity in key catchments.

· Effective working relationships with other governments agencies and community groups.

RIVERS AND ESTUARIES

· Ongoing planning, management and restoration of the Peel, Wilson, and Leschenault estuaries together with the Avon river and Albany Harbour waterways.

· Working in partnership with local government, Agriculture WA and the community to develop management framework for Moore River Catchment.

· Floodplain mapping and advice to support flooding and drainage issues.

· Health indicators for the State's estuaries and rivers will be developed to provide management performance information, to measure trends and a part of a national initiative which will attract Commonwealth funding to WA.

WETLANDS

· Continued development of Swan Coastal Plain Urbanisation water balance and drainage strategies.

· Environmental water requirements are being developed for key water resource areas such as Gnangara Mound and Millstream.

· Ongoing advice and information is provided to land planning through statutory referrals.

· The Commission contributes to on the ground restoration works for priority wetlands.

PUBLIC AND PRIVATE WATER SUPPLIES

· Protection of groundwater quality is a significant WRC role in water supply catchments and an area that needs increased attention outside them.  Mining below the water table is a long term issue.

Outcome: Protection and Enhancement of the Quality of the State’s Surface and Groundwater.

Output 6: State Development Planning and Approvals

Output Description: 

Advice and assessments on the availability, distribution and quality of water to support development proposals, planning and approvals.


1997-98

Actual

$'000
1998-99

Estimated

Actual

$'000
1999-00

Budget

Estimate

$'000
Reason for Significant Variation

Total Cost of Output

5,183
5,451
5,601


Less Operating Revenues (a)

921
721
722


Net Cost of Output

4,262
4,730
4,879


Adjustments for non-cash items

(358)
(192)
(546)


Cash Cost of Output

3,904
4,538
4,333








(a) Includes user charges and fees, net profit on asset disposal, other revenues and resources received free of charge.

Output Measures (a)


1998-99

Estimated
1999-00

Target
Reason for Significant Variation between 1998-99 Estimated and 1999-00 Target

Quantity




Number of land planning and state development assessments reviewed

6,700
6,000
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          


Quality




Results of a survey of stakeholders to determine their level of satisfaction with the quality of the coordination activities

 
70%
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          


Timeliness




Percentage of land planning and state development referrals responded to within an agreed timeframe

65%
70%
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          


Cost




Accrual cost per referral(b)

$813
$933
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          






Effectiveness

The Commission provides advice and assessments on the availability, distribution and quality of the groundwater and surface water resources of the State.  Support and assistance is provided for the development of policies and strategies to enable the management, protection and development of the State's water resources in a sustainable and environmentally sound manner.  The Commission also conducts investigations and advises other government departments, agencies and authorities on the availability of surface and ground water resources to support state development.



(a) The Full Time Equivalents (FTE's) employed in this output during 1998-99 was 44 and is estimated to be 42 for the 1999-2000 Budget.

(b) The accrual costs include the cost of developing and operating internal systems and infrastructure necessary for providing advice.
MAJOR ACHIEVEMENTS FOR 1998-99

· Water resource appraisal for Carnarvon groundwater, Fitzroy River and Canning Basin Groundwater.

· Processing of land planning and state development referrals, and providing advice to other agencies, developers and the public.

MAJOR INITIATIVES FOR 1999-2000

· Processing of land planning and state development referrals, and providing advice to other agencies, developers and the public.

· To continue providing advice and assessments on the availability, distribution and quality of the groundwater and surface water resources of the State.

FINANCIAL STATEMENTS

OPERATING STATEMENT

(Controlled)


1997-98

Actual

$'000
1998-99

Estimated

Actual

$'000
1999-00

Budget

Estimate

$'000
2000-01

Forward

Estimate

$'000
2001-02

Forward

Estimate

$'000
2002-03

Forward

Estimate

$'000

COST OF SERVICES







Operating expenses







Salaries and allowances (a)

16,220
18,394
18,633
18,856
19,083
19,875

Superannuation

371
1,083
1,097
1,320
1,336
1,391

Services and Contracts

16,520
15,170
14,969
16,493
15,785
15,871

Depreciation

2,795
2,599
3,729
3,077
2,809
3,041

Net loss on disposal of non-current assets

247
-
-
-
-
-

State taxes

-
1,110
1,110
1,110
1,110
1,110

Interest

217
300
169
141
120
120

Grants, subsidies and transfer payments (b)

-
566
566
566
566
566

Other

3,508
2,708
2,812
3,099
2,948
2,967

TOTAL COST OF SERVICES

39,878
41,930
43,085
44,662
43,757
44,941

Operating revenues







User charges and fees (c)

242
488
488
488
488
488

Net profit on disposal of non-current assets

141
187
200
200
200
200

Grants and subsidies

3,086
2,544
2,647
2,647
2,647
2,647

Other

3,612
2,325
2,222
2,222
2,222
2,222

Total Operating Revenues

7,081
5,544
5,557
5,557
5,557
5,557

NET COST OF SERVICES

32,797
36,386
37,528
39,105
38,200
39,384

REVENUE FROM GOVERNMENT







Appropriations

33,345
35,872
34,594
34,841
36,206
36,796

TOTAL REVENUES FROM GOVERNMENT

33,345
35,872
34,594
34,841
36,206
36,796

CHANGE IN EQUITY RESULTING FROM OPERATIONS

548
(514)
(2,934)
(4,264)
(1,994)
(2,588)









(a) The Full Time Equivalents (FTE's) for 1998-1999 Estimated Actual and 1999-2000 Estimate are 316 and 320 respectively.

(b) Refer Details of Grants, Subsidies and Transfer Payments table for further information.

(c) Includes resources received free of charge. This treatment may differ from the agency's annual report.

STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION

(Controlled)


1997-98

Actual

$'000
1998-99

Estimated

Actual

$'000
1999-00

Budget

Estimate

$'000
2000-01

Forward

Estimate

$'000
2001-02

Forward

Estimate

$'000
2002-03

Forward

Estimate

$'000

CURRENT ASSETS







Cash resources

10,379
8,797
8,907
6,957
5,319
3,040

Accounts receivable

396
709
378
200
200
200

Prepayments

24
25
25
25
25
25

Total current assets

10,799
9,531
9,310
7,182
5,544
3,265

NON-CURRENT ASSETS







Land and buildings

39,134
41,180
41,607
42,045
43,547
44,973

Plant, equipment and vehicles

4,185
3,325
2,505
1,739
1,701
1,531

Other non-current assets

22,754
21,356
18,821
16,871
15,098
13,300

Total non-current assets

66,073
65,861
62,933
60,655
60,346
59,804

TOTAL ASSETS

76,872
75,392
72,243
67,837
65,890
63,069

CURRENT LIABILITIES







Employee entitlements

2,141
1,667
1,660
1,684
1,709
1,731

Accrued salaries

190
260
390
390
390
455

Accounts payable

52
245
255
402
578
300

Borrowings from WA Treasury Corporation

357
-
-
-
-
-

Total current liabilities

2,740
2,172
2,305
2,476
2,677
2,486

NON-CURRENT LIABILITIES







Employee entitlements

4,132
3,719
3,727
3,771
3,817
3,975

Borrowings from WA Treasury Corporation

2,326
2,325
1,969
1,612
1,412
1,212

Total non-current liabilities

6,458
6,044
5,696
5,383
5,229
5,187

TOTAL LIABILITIES

9,198
8,216
8,001
7,859
7,906
7,673

EQUITY







Accumulated surplus/(deficit)

1,502
988
(1,946)
(6,210)
(8,204)
(10,792)

Asset revaluation reserve

66,172
66,172
66,172
66,172
66,172
66,172

Total equity

67,674
67,160
64,226
59,962
57,968
55,380

TOTAL LIABILITIES AND EQUITY

76,872
75,376
72,227
67,821
65,874
63,053









STATEMENT OF CASHFLOWS (a)

(Controlled)


1997-98

Actual

$'000
1998-99

Estimated

Actual

$'000
1999-00

Budget

Estimate

$'000
2000-01

Forward

Estimate

$'000
2001-02

Forward

Estimate

$'000
2002-03

Forward

Estimate

$'000

CASHFLOWS FROM GOVERNMENT







Recurrent appropriations

29,592
33,499
33,794
34,041
33,706
34,296

Capital appropriations

3,753
2,373
800
800
2,500
2,500

Net cash provided by government

33,345
35,872
34,594
34,841
36,206
36,796

CASHFLOWS FROM OPERATING ACTIVITIES







Payments







Salaries and related costs

(17,453)
(21,729)
(22,011)
(22,609)
(22,807)
(23,716)

Services and contracts

(16,213)
(13,231)
(12,015)
(13,471)
(12,917)
(13,182)

State taxes

-
(1,110)
(1,110)
(1,110)
(1,110)
(1,110)

Interest

(216)
(232)
(131)
(109)
(93)
(93)

Grants, subsidies and transfer payments

-
(566)
(566)
(566)
(566)
(566)

Other

(3,443)
(2,667)
(2,551)
(2,827)
(2,708)
(2,765)

Receipts







User charges and fees

408
102
188
188
188
188

Grants and subsidies

3,086
2,205
2,308
2,308
2,308
2,308

Other

3,806
2,317
2,561
2,561
2,561
2,561

Net cash from operating activities

(30,025)
(34,911)
(33,327)
(35,635)
(35,144)
(36,375)

CASHFLOWS FROM INVESTING ACTIVITIES







Purchase of non-current assets

(2,415)
(2,373)
(800)
(800)
(2,500)
(2,500)

Receipts from the sale of non-current assets

187
187
-
-
-
-

Net cash from investing activities

(2,228)
(2,186)
(800)
(800)
(2,500)
(2,500)

CASHFLOWS FROM FINANCING ACTIVITIES







Repayment of borrowings

(357)
(357)
(357)
(357)
(200)
(200)

Net cash from financing activities

(357)
(357)
(357)
(357)
(200)
(200)

NET INCREASE(DECREASE) IN CASH HELD

735
(1,582)
110
(1,951)
(1,638)
(2,279)

Cash at the beginning of the reporting period

9,644
10,379
8,797
8,907
6,956
5,318

Cash at the end of the reporting period

10,379
8,797
8,907
6,956
5,318
3,039









 (a) NOTE TO THE CONTROLLED CASH FLOW STATEMENT

Reconciliation of Operating Result to Overall Change in Cash Holdings


1998-99

Estimated

Actual

$'000
1999-00

Budget

Estimate

$'000
2000-01

Forward

Estimate

$'000
2001-02

Forward

Estimate

$'000
2002-03

Forward

Estimate

$'000

Change in Equity Resulting from Operations
(514)
(2,934)
(4,264)
(1,994)
(2,588)

Adjustment for non-cash items:






Depreciation

2,599
3,729
3,077
2,809
3,041

Increase/(decrease) in salaries and related costs

(817)
131
68
71
245

(Increase)/decrease in accounts receivable

(313)
331
178
-
-

Increase/(decrease) in accounts payable

193
10
147
176
(278)

(Increase)/decrease in prepayments

(1)
-
-
-
-

Other accrued revenue







Other accrued expenditure







Net Cash from Operating Activities and Government

1148
1267
(794)
1062
420

Cashflows for Financing and Investment Activities:






Repayment of borrowings

(357)
(357)
(357)
(200)
(200)

Payment for purchase of assets

(2,373)
(800)
(800)
(2,500)
(2,500)

Net increase/(decrease) in cash held

(1,582)
110
(1,951)
(1,638)
(2,279)








DETAILS OF CONTROLLED GRANTS, SUBSIDIES AND TRANSFER PAYMENTS


1997-98

Actual

$'000
1998-99

Estimated

Actual

$'000
1999-00

Budget

Estimate

$'000
2000-01

Forward

Estimate

$'000
2001-02

Forward

Estimate

$'000
2002-03

Forward

Estimate

$'000









Grants Subsidies and Transfers – Administered funds for river care and other research projects


566
566
566
566
566

TOTAL

566
566
566
566
566









CAPITAL WORKS PROGRAM

The Water and Rivers Commission planned capital works expenditure for 1999/00 is $800,000 and can be summarised as follows:

· Replacement of measurement and monitoring equipment throughout the State; and

· Replacement of computing and office equipment


Estimated

Total Cost

$'000
Estimated

Expenditure

to 30-6-99

$'000
Estimated

Expenditure

1998-99

$'000
Estimated

Expenditure

1999-00

$'000

COMPLETED WORKS





Additional Asset Capacity -





Land Acquisition -





1998/99 Program

1,700
1,700
1,700
-

Asset Replacement/Upgrade -





Accommodation

557
557
299
-

Asset Replacement/Upgrade -





Computer Hardware and Software -





1998/99 Program

177
177
177
-

Asset Replacement/Upgrade -





Operational Equipment and Measurement Sites -





1998/99 Program

496
496
496
-

NEW WORKS





Asset Replacement/Upgrade -





Computer Hardware and Software -





1999/2000 Program

200
-
-
200

Asset Replacement/Upgrade -





Operational Equipment and Measurement Sites -





1999/2000 Program

600
-
-
600


3,730
2,930
2,672
800

SOURCE OF FUNDS





Total Cost of Capital Works Program



2,672
800

LESS





Internal Funds and Balances



299
-

Capital Appropriation



2,373
800







