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Water and Rivers Commission

PART 13 -
Minister for Housing; Aboriginal Affairs; Water Resources

DIVISION 72

APPROPRIATION AND FORWARD ESTIMATES


1998-99

Actual

$'000
1999-00

Estimated

Actual

$'000
2000-01

Budget

Estimate

$'000
2001-02

Forward

Estimate

$'000
2002-03

Forward

Estimate

$'000
2003-04

Forward

Estimate

$'000

RECURRENT 







Item 102 Amount provided to fund outputs for the year

33,381
34,082
36,068
34,817
35,127
35,661

Amount Authorised by Other Statutes







  - Salaries and Allowances Act 1975

140
140
140
140
140
140

Total Recurrent Services

33,521
34,222
36,208
34,957
35,267
35,801

CAPITAL







Item 181 Amount provided for Capital Services for the year

2,373
800
800
2,500
2,500
2,000

Total Capital Services

2,373
800
800
2,500
2,500
2,000

GRAND TOTAL

35,894
35,022
37,008
37,457
37,767
37,801









MISSION

To manage the water resources of Western Australia for the benefit of present and future generations in partnership with the community.

SIGNIFICANT ISSUES AND TRENDS

· About 5% of ground water management sub areas have allocations close to, or at the level of sustainability.  Others are approaching that threshold and need closer management to ensure sustainability.

· An estimated 1.8 million hectares of farmland are already salt-affected in Western Australia, and this area is predicted to increase to 6.1 million hectares before new water balance equilibrium is reached, if catchment management to control salinity is ineffective.

· Western Australia has 208 recognised rivers totalling some 25,000 kilometres in length.  More than 80 per cent (by length) of stream riparian zones in the SouthWest agricultural area are seriously degraded by salinity.  This poses a threat to remaining vegetation, wetlands, species and ecosystems.  Western Australia has also 45 estuaries covering 440 square kilometres.  In the SouthWest of Western Australia, only seven estuaries out of 22 have low nutrient levels.

· More contaminated sites which affect groundwater are being discovered, increasing the demand on the Commission to respond.

· Recent flooding has highlighted the need for increased consideration for flood and drainage management.

· There are increasing development pressures in the Metropolitan, Kimberley, SouthWest and semi-arid Pilbara and Gascoyne regions, which require careful management of water resources.

· Increasing population and associated economic and social activity is increasing the demand for water. Key areas include metropolitan Perth and the SouthWest.

· Understanding and commitment to water resources is growing within areas where natural resource management actions are being implemented.

· Growing community involvement is increasing pressure to increase funding to support local and regional on the ground initiatives.

· The Council of Australian Governments (COAG) ‘National Competition Policy Agreement’ of April 1995 requires full implementation of the ‘Water Agreement’ by 2001.

MAJOR POLICY DECISIONS

Details of major policy decisions impacting on the Agency since publication of the 1999-2000 Budget to Parliament on 6 May 1999 are outlined below.

 
2000-01

Budget

Estimate

$'000
2001-02

Forward

Estimate

$'000
2002-03

Forward

Estimate

$'000
2003-04

Forward

Estimate

$'000

Lower Gascoyne Resources Development

1,000
500
350
250

COAG Water Reform Framework

550
500
500
500

Floodplain Taskforce Recommendations

450
310
310
310

Cockburn Sound Management Council

446
326
280
240







OUTPUT AND APPROPRIATION SUMMARY


1998-99

Actual

$'000 
1999-00

Estimated

Actual

$'000
2000-01

Budget

Estimate

$'000
2001-02

Forward

Estimate

$'000
2002-03

Forward

Estimate

$'000
2003-04

Forward

Estimate

$'000

RECURRENT







Outputs







Water Allocation Policies 

1,009
1,099
1,071




Water Information and Allocation Plans for Sustainable Development

7,923
8,622
8,421




Regulation, Licensing and Community Awareness

6,768
7,364
7,194




Water Protection Policies, Guidelines and Regulation

4,334
4,716
4,607




Water Resource Information, Protection Plans and Works

10,542
11,470
11,204




State Development Planning and Approvals

4,262
4,638
4,531




Total Net Cost of Outputs (a)

34,838
37,909
37,028
35,667
36,653
36,847

Adjustments for non-cash items







· depreciation

(2,048)
(3,729)
(2,109)




· other

(122)
2,594
2,603




· employee entitlements

(469)
2,710
(1,414)




Total Cash Cost of Outputs

32,199
39,484
36,108
34,762
36,096
36,075

Adjustments







Adjustment for cash balances

965
(5,462)
(100)
(5)
(1,029)
(474)

Capital repayments

357
200
200
200
200
200

Consolidated Fund Recurrent Appropriations

33,521
34,222
36,208
34,957
35,267
35,801

CAPITAL







Capital Investment







Asset replacement/maintenance

-
-
-
1,700
1,700
1,200

Asset expansion

2,373
800
800
800
800
800

Total value of investment

2,373
800
800
2,500
2,500
2,000

Consolidated Fund Capital Appropriations (b)

2,373
800
800
2,500
2,500
2,000

Total Consolidated Fund Appropriations

35,894
35,022
37,008
37,457
37,767
37,801









(a) After adjustment for operating revenues including resources received free of charge.

(b) Supporting details are disclosed in the Capital Budget Statement.

RESOURCE AGREEMENT

The following outcome, output and financial information is the subject of a Resource Agreement signed by the Minister, a representative of the accountable authority, the Chief Executive Officer, and the Treasurer.

OUTCOMES, OUTPUTS AND PERFORMANCE INFORMATION

Outcome: Sustainable Use of Water Resources for Economic Development.

Output 1: Water Allocation Policies 

Output Description: 

A system for administration of the Commission’s role in allocating water to competing users and the environment.


1998-99

Actual

$'000
1999-00

Estimated

Actual

$'000
2000-01

Budget

Estimate

$'000
Reason for Significant Variation

Total Cost of Output

1,198
1,260
1,256


Less Operating Revenues (a)

189
161
185


Net Cost of Output

1,009
1,099
1,071


Adjustments for non-cash items

(76)
46
(26)


Cash Cost of Output

933
1,145
1,045








(a) Includes user charges and fees, net profit on asset disposal, other revenues and resources received free of charge.

Output Measures (b)


1999-00

Estimated
2000-01

Target
Reason for Significant Variation between 1999-00 Estimated and 2000-01 Target

Quantity




Ministerial and Parliamentary requests for advice

180
180



Volume of water under management by the Commission (kilolitres) (c)

1,260m
2,945m
1999-2000 target was primarily groundwater.  Surface water volumes are now known and have been included.


Quality




Results of a survey of the Minister to determine his level of satisfaction with the quality of policy advice

75%
90%



Timeliness




Response to Ministerial and Parliamentary requests within agreed timeframes

75%
90%



Cost




Average cost of Ministerial and Parliamentary requests for advice

$146
$146



Average accrual cost per 1,000,000 kilolitres allocated

$979
$417



(b) The Full Time Equivalents (FTEs) employed in this output during 1999-2000 was 71 and is estimated to be 71 for the 2000-01 Budget

(c) In 2000-01 the output measure includes surface water which was not previously included.  Individual components are groundwater 1,225m kilolitres and surface water 1,720m kilolitres.

Key Effectiveness Indicator (a)


1999-00

Estimated
2000-01

Target

Areas where local Water Management groups are established and supported

0
2





(a) More details of effectiveness indicators in annual report.

MAJOR ACHIEVEMENTS FOR 1999-2000

· The Water and Rivers Commission has amended the Rights in Water and Irrigation Act 1914 and proclamation is currently being sought.  Supporting policies, plans and other management tools have been developed to support the implementation of water trading and local management.

MAJOR INITIATIVES FOR 2000-01

WATER ALLOCATION

· Allocation policies developed for managing:

· allocations on confined aquifers; and

- 
surface water allocations.

WATER LAW REFORM

· The Commission will continue to develop water industry frameworks, standards and targets to meet COAG requirements and run a major state-wide consultation program to ensure any legislative change meets community expectations. 

· The Rights in Water and Irrigation Act Amendment Bill is expected to be debated and proclaimed.  Implementation will focus on introducing water trading together with local rules for implementation. A key aspect of water allocation management will be increasing community involvement.  The initial focus will be on Wanneroo.

Outcome: Sustainable Use of Water Resources for Economic Development.

Output 2: Water Information and Allocation Plans for Sustainable Development

Output Description: 

Plans that provide information on: the resource and its values; how it can be accessed to support economic development; sustainable levels of use and associated management criteria; and provide the policy basis for administration of allocation licensing at a local level.


1998-99

Actual

$'000
1999-00

Estimated

Actual

$'000
2000-01

Budget

Estimate

$'000
Reason for Significant Variation

Total Cost of Output

9,409
9,886
9,877


Less Operating Revenues (a)

1,486
1,264
1,456


Net Cost of Output

7,923
8,622
8,421


Adjustments for non-cash items

(600)
358
(209)


Cash Cost of Output

7,323
8,980
8,212








(a) Includes user charges and fees, net profit on asset disposal, other revenues and resources received free of charge.

Output Measures (b)


1999-00

Estimated
2000-01

Target
Reason for Significant Variation between 1999-00 Estimated and 2000-01 Target

Quantity




Allocation plans produced

5
7



Strategic water use plans produced

5
5



Measurement sites operated

4,305
4,305



Quality




Results of a survey of stakeholders to determine the level of satisfaction with the quality of water resource management plans

70%
70%



Timeliness




Plans produced within negotiated timeframes

80%
80%



Publication of plans in accordance within negotiated timeframes

80%
80%



Cost




Average cost per allocation plan(c)

$87,000
$85,000



Average cost per strategic water use plans produced(d)

$272,000
$270,000



Average cost for operating one measurement site

$1,879
$1,842








(b) The Full Time Equivalents (FTEs) employed in this output during 1999-2000 was 37 and is estimated to be 37 for the 2000-01 Budget.

(c) The average cost per allocation plan is presented above. Actual costs vary depending on the complexity and information needs in preparing and negotiating such plans. Plans vary in costs between $16,000 and $120,000.

(d) The average cost per strategic water use plan is presented above.  Actual costs vary depending on the complexity and information needs in preparing and negotiating such plans.  These costs include the preparation of minor plans and strategies which are not reported.

Key Effectiveness Indicator (e)


1999-00

Estimated
2000-01

Target

Licensed use covered by a formal management plan




- Board Approved

61%
65%

- Senior Management Approved

97%
100%





(e) More details of effectiveness indicators in annual report.

MAJOR ACHIEVEMENTS FOR 1999-2000

· A strategic State Surface Water Reference Network is supported and maintained.  Information is used for water resources planning, flood warning development planning and state of the art water resources reporting.  Comprehensive surface water and groundwater databases are maintained and updated as part of the State’s strategic information base.

· Regional appraisal of the availability of surface and groundwater to support planning for development pressures within existing water supply areas.

MAJOR INITIATIVES FOR 2000-01

· Development of environmental water requirements and provisions for the Ord, Pilbara and Collie River Pools.

· Continued implementation of management strategies for Canarvon and the Gascoyne (as part of the Gascoyne Murchison Rangelands initiative).

· The Lower Gascoyne Management Strategy is founded on the realisation by the Carnarvon community that a comprehensive and inclusive approach is needed to lay the foundation for future development of the lower Gascoyne.  As a result of a consultative process a strategy has been prepared which highlights 3 major goals:

- To protect the existing assets of people, water and broader environment;

- To restructure existing operations to provide greater returns to enterprise; and  

- To explore opportunities for new developments.

· Surface and ground water allocation plans will continue to be developed, or existing plans reviewed.  Priority plans include Kimberley Regional Allocation Plan, the Pilbara: regional identification of dependent ecosystems and environmental water requirements, Busselton-Walpole regional allocation plan, Serpentine, and determining environmental water provisions (EWP) for Leschenault Rivers, the Canning River and Collie River pools.

· Ongoing assessment and appraisals of water resources to support state economic, environmental and social values.

· An audit of the State’s water resources will commence as part of the National Land and Water Resources Audit program.

Outcome: Sustainable Use of Water Resources for Economic Development.

Output 3: Regulation, Licensing and Community Awareness

Output Description: 

Promotion, education, regulation and encouragement of the community in the efficient use of water.


1998-99

Actual

$'000
1999-00

Estimated

Actual

$'000
2000-01

Budget

Estimate

$'000
Reason for Significant Variation

Total Cost of Output

8,037
8,444
8,437


Less Operating Revenues (a)

1,269
1,080
1,243


Net Cost of Output

6,768
7,364
7,194


Adjustments for non-cash items

(513)
306
(179)


Cash Cost of Output

6,255
7,670
7,015








(a) Includes user charges and fees, net profit on asset disposal, other revenues and resources received free of charge.

Output Measures (b)


1999-00

Estimated
2000-01

Target
Reason for Significant Variation between 1999-00 Estimated and 2000-01 Target

Quantity




Licences Administered

20,500
23,000



Quality




Stakeholder satisfaction with the issue and administration of water allocation licences

na
75%



Timeliness




New or reviewed licences issued within the appropriate timeframes

75%
75%



Cost




Average accrual cost per licence(c)

$411
$366













(b) The Full Time Equivalents (FTEs) employed in this output during 1999-2000 was 29 and is estimated to be 29 for the 2000-01 Budget.

(c) The accrual cost per licence includes all infrastructure and allocation management costs where necessary to enable water allocation licensing.

Key Effectiveness Indicator (d)


1999-00

Estimated
2000-01

Target

Groundwater management areas with use in excess of management objectives

4%
< 7%





(d) More details of effectiveness indicators in annual report.

MAJOR ACHIEVEMENTS FOR 1999-2000

· The Commission continues to encourage the wise and efficient use of water via:

-
Advertisements, editorial and targeted map bores where the Commission believes appropriate, conservation of scheme water, public awareness of the right areas for bores, mailouts and press releases; and

-
A detailed understanding of the hydrogeology and groundwater conditions beneath the existing irrigation areas and the proposed Ord River Stage II areas has been obtained, through a comprehensive drilling, testing and monitoring program, with detailed analysis and production of hydrogeological data sets and map.

MAJOR INITIATIVES FOR 2000-01

LICENSING AND REGULATION

· Issuing and maintaining approximately 23,000 surface and ground water licenses.

· Increasing the level of compliance surveillance and field contact with water users will be a priority for ensuring appropriate water use.

· The increasing frequency of surface water disputes, particularly in the South West, will required an increased level of encouragement of self-management arrangements.

STATE DEVELOPMENT

· The Commission will continue to provide planning advice to large developers, the Department of Resources Development and regional development authorities on water availability and produce water development plans on a regional basis.  This effort will focus on the proposed West Kimberley Development Planning and Ord River irrigation Stage II Development Plans.

· Additional regional allocation Plans for Busselton-Walpole, Pilbara groundwater, and LaGrange and Murray Basin areas.

· Maintain an understanding of state development pressures and impacts on water resources.

· Undertake key cultural and environmental studies to improve the incorporation of cultural and environmental values within the Commission’s planning processes.

Outcome: Protection and Enhancement of the Quality of the State’s Surface and Groundwater.

Output 4: Water Protection Policies, Guidelines and Regulation

Output Description: 

A system for administration of the Commission’s role in protecting and enhancing the quality and amenity of the State’s water resources.


1998-99

Actual

$'000
1999-00

Estimated

Actual

$'000
2000-01

Budget

Estimate

$'000
Reason for Significant Variation

Total Cost of Output

5,147
5,407
5,403


Less Operating Revenues (a)

813
691
796


Net Cost of Output

4,334
4,716
4,607


Adjustments for non-cash items

(328)
196
(115)


Cash Cost of Output

4,006
4,912
4,492








(a) Includes user charges and fees, net profit on asset disposal, other revenues and resources received free of charge.

Output Measures (b)


1999-00

Estimated
2000-01

Target
Reason for Significant Variation between 1999-00 Estimated and 2000-01 Target

Quantity




Ministerial and Parliamentary requests for advice

310
310



Key policies developed

3
3



Volume of groundwater  under management by the Commission (in kilolitres) (c)

1,260m
2,945m



Quality




Results of a survey of the Minister to determine his level of satisfaction with the quality of policy advice

70%
90%



Timeliness




Response to Ministerial and Parliamentary requests within agreed timeframes

90%
90%



Cost




Average accrual cost per ministerial and parliamentary responses

$146
$146



Average cost per key protection policies developed

$129,308
$129,308



Average cost per million kilolitres of groundwater managed and protected

$3,947
$1,687













(b) The Full Time Equivalents (FTEs) employed in this output during 1999-2000 was 34 and is estimated to be 34 for the 2000-01 Budget.

(c) In 2000-01 the output measure includes surface water which was not previously included.  Individual components are groundwater 1,225m kilolitres and surface water 1,720m kilolitres

Key Effectiveness Indicator (a)


1999-00

Estimated
2000-01

Target

The extent to which management objectives have been developed to guide the protection of the state's public water supply catchments/basins


32%
40%





(a) More details of effectiveness indicators in annual report.

MAJOR ACHIEVEMENTS FOR 1999-2000

· Key protection policies developed include Rural Drainage, Gnangara Park.

· Advice and support to government in the areas of flood warning and floodplain advice for Moora, Carnarvon and Busselton.

· Drainage and environmental impacts resulting from pollution and other sources.

MAJOR INITIATIVES FOR 2000-01

· Continued advice and support to government in the areas of flood warning and floodplain advice, drainage and environmental impacts resulting from pollution and other sources.  

· Policy development includes Statewide Waterways Program and catchment management, the Swan Catchment Cleanup Program, identification of riparian protection zones.

· Preparation and communication of ‘Design Guidelines for Constructed Wetlands for Stormwater Runoff’ to assist with wetland management within the Swan Coastal Plain.

· Water supply protection policies for Pilbara, Harvey / Stirling, Albany and Esperance.

· Policies continue to be developed to improve water protection via land use.  The Commission aims to minimise land use referrals by developing and negotiating appropriate land use policies with key government agencies such as Local Government and Ministry for Planning.

Outcome: Protection and Enhancement of the Quality of the State’s Surface and Groundwater.

Output 5: Water Resource Information, Protection Plans and Works

Output Description: 

Plans that provide information on the resource, its quality, standards that need to be met to protect its quality, and remediation or enhancement activities where necessary.


1998-99

Actual

$'000
1999-00

Estimated

Actual

$'000
2000-01

Budget

Estimate

$'000
Reason for Significant Variation

Total Cost of Output

12,519
13,152
13,141


Less Operating Revenues (a)

1,977
1,682
1,937


Net Cost of Output

10,542
11,470
11,204


Adjustments for non-cash items

(799)
476
(278)


Cash Cost of Output

9,743
11,946
10,926








(a) Includes user charges and fees, net profit on asset disposal, other revenues and resources received free of charge.

Output Measures (b)


1999-00

Estimated
2000-01

Target
Reason for Significant Variation between 1999-00 Estimated and 2000-01 Target

Quantity




Management or protection plans to be produced

16
13



Length of rivers within declared surface water management areas

11,680km
11,680km



Quality




Results of a survey of recipients of key Departmental publications to determine their satisfaction with the quality of the education and information provided

70%
70%



Timeliness




Management plans developed within agreed timeframes

80%
80%



Cost




Average cost per management or protection plan produced(c)

$340,200
$417,860



Average cost per Km of river managed

$660
$660













(b) The Full Time Equivalents (FTEs) employed in this output during 1999-2000 was 87 and is estimated to be 87 for the 2000-01 Budget.

(c) The average cost per management or protection plan is presented above.  Actual costs vary depending on the complexity and information needs in preparing and negotiating such plans.

Key Effectiveness Indicator (a)


1999-00

Estimated
2000-01

Target

The extent to which management objectives have been developed for rivers, estuaries and wetlands

60%
60%

The extent to which rivers, estuaries and wetlands water quality meet agreed management objectives

61%
65%





(a) More details of effectiveness indicators in annual report.

MAJOR ACHIEVEMENTS FOR 1999-2000

· Supporting the community in the restoration of stream salinity in key catchments.  Ongoing implementation of the State Salinity Action Plan. The Kent River has been fenced and revegetated based upon comprehensive survey information. A similar survey on the Perup River is complete.

· Recovery Teams have prepared strategic Action Plans for each of the Kent/Denmark, Warren and Collie River Recovery Catchments. Sub-catchment plans have been developed for Mobrup, Chowerup, Upper-Tone, East Collie and Nukenullup.

· Remnant natural vegetation is a major asset in each of the Recovery Catchments for salinity management.  It is being protected by a substantial program of fencing and management. Rehabilitation of waterways is also prominent.

· Developed and fostered effective working relationships with other government's agencies and community groups. Interim arrangements for cost sharing between landholders and the Commission for salinity actions are in place.  Detailed assessments of public and private benefits that may accrue are underway.

· A Ministerial Taskforce has been established to review the roles and responsibilities, funding and legislation with respect to floodplain management and flood warning.  Floodwarning will continue to be developed for the Collie and Preston Rivers, Moore, Fitzroy, and Busselton Region.

· Gnangara Mound Management - Review of development applications. Preparation of draft Gnangara Land Use and Water Management Strategy. This will enable improved management of many water supply bores with protection of important environmental attributes at Gnangara.  Additionally there has been effective co-ordination between regulators. 

· Together this constitutes an extensive program of works designed to protect, manage and use Western Australia’s water resources in a sustainable way, recognising the needs of people and the environment.

MAJOR INITIATIVES FOR 2000-01

SALINITY

· Continued Implementation of relevant parts of the State Salinity Action Plan, particularly the establishment of incentive schemes for farmers to improve remnant vegetation management. Community support in restoring vegetation and land use in an effort to reduce stream salinity in key catchments. 

· The Water and Rivers Commission is making rapid progress in arrangements for salinity management within the Water Resource Recovery Catchments. Recovery Teams have prepared strategic Action Plans for each of the Kent/Denmark, Warren and Collie River Recovery Catchments.  Partnership arrangements that engage local communities and agencies in achieving social, economic, environmental as well as water quality outcomes will be further developed and enhanced.

· A Three-Year Salinity Management Program places emphasis upon carefully considered sub-catchment plans.  Salinity risk assessment techniques will identify key tasks required for catchment water management.  Sub-catchment plans have been developed for Mobrup, Chowerup, Upper-Tone, East Collie and Nukenullup.

· The Commission is ensuring that decisions for salinity management are made with the best available information and by considering the requirements for farm viability and local community stability.  Information management and decision making processes are included within local area planning.

RIVERS AND ESTUARIES

· Ongoing planning, management and restoration of the Peel, Wilson, and Leschenault estuaries together with the Avon river and Albany Harbour waterways.  Working in partnership with local government, Agriculture WA and the community to develop management framework for Moore River Catchment.  

· The Water and Rivers Commission will continue to implement recommendations of a recent ministerial Floodplain Management Taskforce.  Initiatives include the planned establishment of a WA Floodplain Council and the commencement of the development of a WA Flood Management Strategy.

· Floodplain management in Carnarvon would also receive attention in the coming year with money going towards contour mapping and the commencement of a floodplain management plan for the area.  The floodplain management plan will examine major flooding and possible options to mitigate flooding in the Carnarvon area.

· Rehabilitation and restoration efforts continue to be directed to Millstream and Fortescue River, Peel – Harvey, Lake Powell and Torbay Inlet, Vasse River Clean-up, Harding River and Ord.

· The Commission will also contribute to the Swan Canning Clean-up Program with continued efforts in sediment remediation and oxygenation trials.

· A Cockburn Sound Management Council will be established to ensure effective collaboration and coordination of environmental planning and management for Cockburn Sound. Planned achievements include: ensure environmental objectives, criteria and targets are met, and reported to Government, industry and the community, Preparation of the draft Environmental Management Plan (EMP).  Development of the EMP will need full stakeholder involvement and should be completed by June 2001 and submitted to the Ministerial Council, via the Minister for the Environment, for endorsement.

WETLANDS

· Continued development of Swan Coastal Plain Urbanisation water balance and drainage strategies.

· Environmental water requirements are being implemented and managed for key water resource areas such as Jandakot, Gnangara Mound and Millstream.  Ongoing advice and information is provided to land planning through statutory referrals.  The Commission will continue to implement the State Wetlands Conservation Policy and key elements of Perth Bushplan including reviewing the Environmental Protection Policy for Swan Coastal plan lakes and the Gnangara Mound initiatives.

PUBLIC AND PRIVATE WATER SUPPLIES

· Protection of groundwater quality is a significant WRC role in water supply catchments and an area that needs increased attention outside them.  Mining below the water table is a long-term issue. 

· Water Supply Protection Plans include Gnangara, Gascoyne Groundwater, Jandakot.

· Land has been acquired to date by the Ministry for Planning ($4.6 million).  Acquisition of priority land will need to be negotiated with the Ministry for Planning.

Outcome: Protection and Enhancement of the Quality of the State’s Surface and Groundwater.

Output 6: State Development Planning and Approvals

Output Description: 

Advice and assessments on the availability, distribution and quality of water to support development proposals, planning and approvals.


1998-99

Actual

$'000
1999-00

Estimated

Actual

$'000
2000-01

Budget

Estimate

$'000
Reason for Significant Variation

Total Cost of Output

5,061
5,318
5,314


Less Operating Revenues (a)

799
680
783


Net Cost of Output

4,262
4,638
4,531


Adjustments for non-cash items

(323)
193
(113)


Cash Cost of Output

3,939
4,831
4,418








(a) Includes user charges and fees, net profit on asset disposal, other revenues and resources received free of charge.

Output Measures (b)


1999-00

Estimated
2000-01

Target
Reason for Significant Variation between 1999-00 Estimated and 2000-01 Target

Quantity




Land planning and state development assessments reviewed

6,000
4,400
The Commission will focus on strategic development proposals with more routine assessments being delegated to local government and other agencies


Quality




Results of a survey of stakeholders to determine their level of satisfaction with the quality of the coordination activities

70%
70%



Timeliness




Land planning and state development referrals responded to within an agreed timeframe

70%
70%



Cost




Average accrual cost per referral(c)

$886
$1,207













(b) The Full Time Equivalents (FTEs) employed in this output during 1999-2000 was 42 and is estimated to be 42 for the 2000-01 Budget.

(c) The accrual costs include the cost of developing and operating internal systems and infrastructure necessary for providing advice.

Key Effectiveness Indicator (a)


1999-00

Estimated
2000-01

Target

Acceptance of Water and Rivers Commission's recommendations and advice by planning agencies:



- Number Accepted/Total Assessed

80%
90%





(a) More details of effectiveness indicators in annual report.

MAJOR ACHIEVEMENTS FOR 1999-2000

· Water resource appraisal for Carnarvon groundwater, Fitzroy River and Canning Basin Groundwater and Ord

· Processing of land planning and state development referrals, and providing advice to other agencies, developers and the public.

MAJOR INITIATIVES FOR 2000-01

· Processing of land planning and state development referrals, and providing advice to other agencies, developers and the public.

· To continue providing advice and assessments on the availability, distribution and quality of the groundwater and surface water resources of the State.  Key appraisal areas include lower Gascoyne and Perth.  

· Inventories and assessment of groundwater and surface water resources are being compiled for regional development and large catchment initiatives in easily accessible format, eg. Blackwood, Swan Avon, Moore River, Ord, Pilbara and Harvey.  The Commission will prepare a State overview of surface water resources and 'State of Water Resources' reporting. 

FINANCIAL STATEMENTS

OPERATING STATEMENT

(Controlled)


1998-99

Actual

$'000
1999-00

Estimated

Actual

$'000
2000-01

Budget

Estimate

$'000
2001-02

Forward

Estimate

$'000
2002-03

Forward

Estimate

$'000
2003-04

Forward

Estimate

$'000

COST OF SERVICES







Operating expenses







Salaries and allowances (a)

17,579
18,633
19,288
19,481
19,675
19,872

Superannuation

1,966
(120)
2,470
2,638
2,468
2,120

Services and Contracts

12,617
9,578
9,347
9,250
9,528
9,813

Consumable supplies

2,508
4,666
5,314
4,437
4,570
4,524

Equipment, repairs and maintenance

367
688
785
655
675
668

Depreciation

2,048
3,729
2,109
2,256
2,356
2,265

Net loss on disposal of non-current assets

170
-
200
206
212
219

State taxes

964
1,110
-
-
-
-

Interest

188
169
141
120
120
100

Grants, subsidies and transfer payments (b)

1,561
1,500
1,608
1,698
1,749
1,801

Other

1,404
3,513
2,166
1,588
1,843
2,189

TOTAL COST OF SERVICES

41,372
43,466
43,428
42,329
43,196
43,571

Operating revenues







User charges and fees (c)

485
488
488
488
488
488

Interest

88
8
-
-
-
-

Net profit on disposal of non-current assets

20
200
88
57
62
78

Grants and subsidies

2,586
2,647
2,499
2,617
2,452
2,647

Other

3,355
2,214
3,325
3,500
3,541
3,511

Total Operating Revenues

6,534
5,557
6,400
6,662
6,543
6,724

NET COST OF SERVICES

34,838
37,909
37,028
35,667
36,653
36,847

REVENUE FROM GOVERNMENT







Appropriations

35,894
35,022
37,008
37,457
37,767
37,801

TOTAL REVENUES FROM GOVERNMENT

35,894
35,022
37,008
37,457
37,767
37,801

CHANGE IN EQUITY RESULTING FROM OPERATIONS

1,056
(2,887)
(20)
1,790
1,114
954

CHANGE IN EQUITY AFTER ABNORMAL ITEMS

1,056
(2,887)
(20)
1,790
1,114
954









(a) The Full Time Equivalents (FTEs) for 1999-2000 Estimated Actual and 2000-01 Estimate are 300 and 300 respectively.

(b) Refer Details of Grants, Subsidies and Transfer Payments table for further information.

(c) Includes resources received free of charge. This treatment may differ from the agency's annual report.

STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION

(Controlled)


1998-99

Actual

$'000
1999-00

Estimated

Actual

$'000
2000-01

Budget

Estimate

$'000
2001-02

Forward

Estimate

$'000
2002-03

Forward

Estimate

$'000
2003-04

Forward

Estimate

$'000

CURRENT ASSETS







Cash resources

12,904
7,442
7,342
7,337
6,308
5,834

Accounts receivable

406
378
336
333
343
374

Goods and Services Tax receivable

-
-
78
77
79
82

Interest receivable

8
-
-
-
-
-

Prepayments

305
25
345
316
348
322

Total current assets

13,623
7,845
8,101
8,063
7,078
6,612

NON-CURRENT ASSETS







Land and buildings

39,537
41,607
40,145
41,646
41,795
41,473

Plant, equipment and vehicles

3,253
2,505
3,739
3,759
3,581
4,084

Other non-current assets

21,914
20,705
21,737
23,262
25,448
26,852

Total non-current assets

64,704
64,817
65,621
68,667
70,824
72,409

TOTAL ASSETS

78,327
72,662
73,722
76,730
77,902
79,021

CURRENT LIABILITIES







Employee entitlements

2,492
1,453
2,264
2,578
2,567
2,840

Accounts payable

313
255
278
578
300
345

Borrowings from WA Treasury Corporation

357
357
357
357
357
357

Total current liabilities

3,162
2,065
2,899
3,513
3,224
3,542

NON-CURRENT LIABILITIES







Employee entitlements

4,440
2,769
3,372
4,176
4,723
4,769

Borrowings from WA Treasury Corporation

1,954
1,754
1,554
1,354
1,154
954

Other liabilities

25
215
58
58
58
59

Total non-current liabilities

6,419
4,738
4,984
5,588
5,935
5,782

TOTAL LIABILITIES

9,581
6,803
7,883
9,101
9,159
9,324

EQUITY







Accumulated surplus/(deficit)

2,574
(313)
(333)
1,457
2,571
3,525

Other Reserves

66,172
66,172
66,172
66,172
66,172
66,172

Total equity

68,746
65,859
65,839
67,629
68,743
69,697

TOTAL LIABILITIES AND EQUITY

78,327
72,662
73,722
76,730
77,902
79,021









STATEMENT OF CASHFLOWS (a)

(Controlled)


1998-99

Actual

$'000
1999-00

Estimated

Actual

$'000
2000-01

Budget

Estimate

$'000
2001-02

Forward

Estimate

$'000
2002-03

Forward

Estimate

$'000
2003-04

Forward

Estimate

$'000

CASHFLOWS FROM GOVERNMENT







Recurrent appropriations

33,521
34,222
36,208
34,957
35,267
35,801

Capital appropriations

2,373
800
800
2,500
2,500
2,000

Net cash provided by government

35,894
35,022
37,008
37,457
37,767
37,801

CASHFLOWS FROM OPERATING ACTIVITIES







Payments







Salaries and related costs

(17,446)
(20,126)
(18,321)
(18,957)
(19,543)
(19,588)

Superannuation payments

(1,813)
(1,097)
(2,023)
(2,044)
(2,064)
(2,085)

Services and contracts

(12,617)
(10,163)
(9,758)
(9,550)
(9,648)
(9,913)

State taxes

(964)
(1,110)
-
-
-
-

Consumable supplies

(2,508)
(4,692)
(5,417)
(4,537)
(4,833)
(4,667)

Equipment, repairs and maintenance

(367)
(688)
(885)
(742)
(845)
(902)

Interest

(188)
(169)
(160)
(132)
(104)
(77)

Grants, subsidies and transfer payments

(1,561)
(1,500)
(1,608)
(1,698)
(1,749)
(1,801)

Goods and Services Tax

-
-
(935)
(925)
(953)
(981)

Other

(891)
(4,996)
(3,870)
(3,330)
(3,411)
(3,307)

Receipts







User charges and fees

140
188
188
188
188
188

Interest

80
-
-
-
-
-

Grants and subsidies

2,586
2,308
2,499
2,617
2,452
2,647

Goods and Services Tax

-
-
857
848
873
900

Other

3,350
2,561
3,325
3,500
3,541
3,511

Net cash from operating activities

(32,199)
(39,484)
(36,108)
(34,762)
(36,096)
(36,075)

CASHFLOWS FROM INVESTING ACTIVITIES







Purchase of non-current assets

(910)
(800)
(800)
(2,500)
(2,500)
(2,000)

Receipts from the sale of non-current assets

97
-
-
-
-
-

Net cash from investing activities

(813)
(800)
(800)
(2,500)
(2,500)
(2,000)

CASHFLOWS FROM FINANCING ACTIVITIES







Repayment of borrowings

(357)
(200)
(200)
(200)
(200)
(200)

Net cash from financing activities

(357)
(200)
(200)
(200)
(200)
(200)

NET INCREASE/(DECREASE) IN CASH HELD

2,525
(5,462)
(100)
(5)
(1,029)
(474)

Cash at the beginning of the reporting period

10,379
12,904
7,442
7,342
7,337
6,308

Cash at the end of the reporting period

12,904
7,442
7,342
7,337
6,308
5,834









(a) NOTE TO THE CONTROLLED CASH FLOW STATEMENT

Reconciliation of Operating Result to Overall Change in Cash Holdings


1999-00

Estimated

Actual

$'000
2000-01

Budget

Estimate

$'000
2001-02

Forward

Estimate

$'000
2002-03

Forward

Estimate

$'000
2003-04

Forward

Estimate

$'000

Change in Equity Resulting from Operations
(2,887)
(20)
1,790
1,114
954

Adjustment for non-cash items:






Depreciation

3,729
2,109
2,256
2,356
2,265

Increase/(decrease) in salaries and related costs

(2,710)
1,414
1,118
536
319

(Increase)/decrease in accounts receivable

28
42
3
(10)
(31)

Increase/(decrease) in accounts payable

(58)
23
300
(278)
45

(Increase)/decrease in prepayments

280
(320)
29
(32)
26

(Profit)/loss on sale of assets

(200)
112
149
150
141

Other accrued revenue

(2,644)
(2460)
(2950)
(2165)
(1993)

Net Cash from Operating Activities and Government

(4,462)
(900)
(2,695)
(1,671)
(1,726)

Cashflows for Financing and Investment Activities:






Repayment of borrowings

(200)
(200)
(200)
(200)
(200)

Payment for purchase of assets

(800)
(800)
(2,500)
(2,500)
(2,000)

Net increase/(decrease) in cash held

(5,462)
(100)
(5)
(1,029)
(474)








FINANCIAL POSITION - SUMMARY AND OUTLOOK

Net assets of the Water and Rivers Commission are anticipated to be at a similar level to the previous financial year. 

The Commission is managing its liabilities, including leave, such that they are at a manageable level. Leave liability is being managed and implemented via a Leave Management Policy, in accordance with Government Policy. 

DETAILS OF CONTROLLED GRANTS, SUBSIDIES AND TRANSFER PAYMENTS


1998-99

Actual

$'000
1999-00

Estimated

Actual

$'000
2000-01

Budget

Estimate

$'000
2001-02

Forward

Estimate

$'000
2002-03

Forward

Estimate

$'000
2003-04

Forward

Estimate

$'000









Grants Subsidies and Transfers

1,561
1,500
1,608
1,698
1,749
1,801

TOTAL
1,561
1,500
1,608
1,698
1,749
1,801









CAPITAL WORKS PROGRAM

The Water and Rivers Commission planned capital works expenditure for 2000-01 provides for ongoing upgrade/replacement programs for equipment and measurement sites. 


Estimated

Total Cost

$'000
Estimated

Expenditure

to 30-6-00

$'000
Estimated

Expenditure

1999-00

$'000
Estimated

Expenditure

2000-01

$'000

COMPLETED WORKS





Accommodation -





Accommodation

1,001
1,001
708
-

Additional Asset Capacity -





Land Acquisition -





1998-99 Program

1,700
1,700
1,180
-

Asset Replacement/Upgrade -





Computing and Office Equipment -





1999-00 Program

200
200
200
-

Operational Equipment and Measurement Sites -





1998-99 Program

496
496
137
-

1999-00 Program

600
600
600
-

NEW WORKS





Asset Replacement/Upgrade -





Computing and Office Equipment -





2000-01 Program

300
-
-
300

Operational Equipment and Measurement Sites -





2000-01 Program

500
-
-
500


4,797
3,997
2,825
800

SOURCE OF FUNDS





Total Cost of Capital Works Program



2,825
800

LESS





Internal Funds and Balances



2,025
-

Capital Appropriation



800
800







