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Speech by 

Hon Rita Saffioti MLA 

Deputy Premier; Treasurer; Minister for Transport; Sport and Recreation 

Thursday 19 June 2025 

Mr Speaker, I move that this Bill be read a second time. 

INTRODUCTION  

Mr Speaker, I rise to present the ninth budget of our WA Labor Government. 

On the 8th of March the people of Western Australia overwhelmingly endorsed 
our vision for Western Australia: 

• a Western Australia that is the economic powerhouse of the nation; 

• a Western Australia where infrastructure has been delivered in record 
volumes, throughout the suburbs and regions; 

• a Western Australia that is providing record jobs and training opportunities; 

• a Western Australia that is delivering record spending in health and housing; 
and 

• a Western Australia with a sensible and experienced government, 
governing for all Western Australians. 

This Budget delivers on that vision.  

It is a Budget that “cements” Western Australia as the most responsible budget 
manager of the nation, while investing in the economic and social infrastructure 
to power new jobs and new investment in this State.  

In a world of global instability and uncertainty, our government has a strong 
economic plan for this State.  

Over the past eight years we have worked hard to drive a positive economic 
agenda.  

Western Australia has become the envy of the nation for our financial 
management and economic success. 

This Budget reinforces these strengths. 

Western Australia was once likened to a fortress – Fortress WA. 
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Western Australians are proud that we all worked together to put the interests 
of our community first.  

While not a worldwide pandemic, the global instability and volatility we now 
face, means we must once again stand together to repel any economic threat. 

This Budget reinforces the walls of fortress WA. 

It ensures we can withstand the global economic chaos, and shields us from 
becoming collateral damage of geopolitical battles. 

We protect our existing economic strengths but also venture to secure new jobs 
and new opportunities for Western Australia’s future. 

Mr Speaker, in this Budget: 

• we prioritise key economic infrastructure like the pipes, poles and wires that 
will power new industries and deliver new jobs; 

• we embark on a major housing construction transformation, delivering new 
opportunities for affordable living, not just affordable housing; and  

• we invest like never before in our hospitals and health system, increasing 
capacity and delivering reforms to provide world class patient care into the 
future. 

ECONOMY 

Mr Speaker, it is broadly acknowledged that Western Australia is the economic 
powerhouse of the nation. 

Keeping our economy strong and making more things in Western Australia has 
been a hallmark of the WA Labor Government. 

We know that a strong economy is key to improving the lives of 
Western Australians.  

Our domestic economy has grown by almost 26 per cent over the past five 
years, well above the 16 per cent growth nationally. 

A strong economy delivers jobs for the community. 

We have delivered 340,000 new jobs since we came to office – the most in the 
State’s history. 

Western Australia has consistently had the lowest unemployment rate and the 
highest average weekly earnings of all states. 

Spending by Western Australian households has been far more resilient than 
the rest of the nation. 
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Nonetheless, it is a welcome relief that the inflation beast has been tamed, and 
the Reserve Bank has begun reducing interest rates.  

Our strong economy has attracted more people to move to Western Australia 
than ever before, with a population increase of more than 300,000 over the past 
five years.  

While this population growth is a vote of confidence in our State, it has also 
increased demand for services and housing. 

This Budget responds to that demand. 

Strong business confidence is supporting a sustained growth in business 
investment. Our investment in economic infrastructure and policies to 
streamline approvals are making it easier to do business in Western Australia.  

Residential investment has also been a key driver of growth. Our construction 
workforce has grown to record levels, and the number of new homes completed 
has risen to the highest level in over seven years. In addition, the rental vacancy 
rate is approaching more balanced conditions. 

Despite our strong economy, we know that global uncertainty and market 
volatility is high. 

While Western Australia’s direct exposure to US tariffs is low, the risk of weaker 
global growth, including the impacts on our major trading partners could be 
significant.  

This is why we continue to Budget conservatively, to retain the capacity to 
respond to shocks as they emerge, and to maintain our focus on diversifying 
our economy and making more things in WA. 

STATE FINANCES 

Mr Speaker, I am pleased to announce that Western Australia remains on track 
to deliver a seventh consecutive operating surplus in 2024-25. 

We will deliver an operating surplus of $2.5 billion in this financial year, and a 
forecast operating surplus of $2.4 billion in 2025-26. 

The ongoing exposure of Western Australia’s revenue base to global 
uncertainties continues to reinforce our conservative forecasting 
methodologies.  

It is also a constant reminder of the importance of protecting the 2018 GST 
reforms. It is again important to point out that despite the irrational and absurd 
commentary from many over east, WA will still only receive 75 per cent of our 
population share of GST this year. 

In fact Members, our Treasury officials have estimated that Western Australia’s 
net contribution to the other States last financial year was $39 billion. That is, 
$13,000 that every Western Australian is contributing to the rest of the nation. 
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Mr Speaker, with this Budget we are getting on with the job of delivering our 
election promises. 

We continue to invest in WA’s future with a significant infrastructure pipeline of 
$38 billion across the forward estimates, including $12 billion in the budget 
year.  

We are making the important investments we need in hospitals, housing, 
schools, roads, wires, poles and pipes to set Western Australia up for the future.  

At the same time, we are maintaining our commitment to keep debt at 
sustainable and affordable levels. 

Our net debt forecast for this financial year is expected to be $33.6 billion, 
slightly down from the Pre-election Financial Projections statement. 

This is more than $10 billion below what the previous Government had forecast 
by June 2020, meaning WA’s debt level under WA Labor is still $10 billion less 
than what the Liberals and Nationals would have delivered five years ago. 

It is also important to note, WA’s net debt as a percentage of Gross State 
Product is expected to be 9.1 per cent at the end of the budget year – compared 
to an average of over 20 per cent across the other states and the 
Commonwealth. 

SUPPORTING WA FAMILIES 

Mr Speaker, inflation has turned the corner, wages have strengthened, and 
Western Australians with mortgages have welcomed two interest rate cuts in 
the past four months. 

In this Budget we are investing a further $963 million to continue to support 
WA households. 

For a sixth consecutive year, rises in household fees and charges have been 
kept below inflation, in line with WA Labor’s long-standing commitment.  

In 2025-26 the basket of household fees and charges will decrease by 
0.8 per cent. 

This Budget also reflects an additional $177 million in energy bill relief for 
households and eligible small businesses, which we will deliver on behalf of the 
Albanese Labor Government.  

This will mean every WA household will receive a $150 credit on their power 
bill across 2025-26. 

In addition, for those families who need extra support, this Budget delivers a 
$343 Energy Assistance Payment, over and above the household electricity 
credit. 
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For homeowners, we are commencing the rollout of Western Australia’s 
residential battery rebate and no interest loan scheme.  

Working together with the Albanese Government, our combined policies will 
see tens of thousands of Western Australian families having access to cheaper 
batteries and therefore permanently lower energy bills. 

On the first of January next year, we will be rolling out our one zone flat fare 
across the suburbs and regional towns, saving 70,000 daily commuters 
hundreds of dollars each year.  

In addition to the Suburban Flat Fare, which caps every fare at $2.80 on an 
Autoload SmartRider, public transport for all school students will remain free in 
Western Australia.  

We are also right now, rolling out our WA Student Assistance Payment for a 
second time, delivering direct cost of living support to WA parents. 

For renters, we are extending our successful WA Rent Relief Program, which 
has already assisted more than 2,700 households. 

Eligible Western Australian families will also have access to KidSport Vouchers 
of $300, and we’re excited to be rolling out our new Kids Access All Areas pass 
which provides families greater access to Scitech, arts and cultural events. 

We’re expanding the School Breakfast Program to more than 670 schools and 
extending the program to five days a week. 

This Budget also includes a further $100 per annum permanent increase in the 
value of the Regional Pensioner Travel Card, while we are also halving the cost 
of Transwa fares.  

Plus, WA Labor’s regional airfare zone cap continues to save regional residents 
hundreds, and in many cases, thousands of dollars each year.  

HOUSING 

Mr Speaker, our strong population growth has driven significant demand for 
housing.  

This State, more than any, has introduced a raft of measures to support an 
increase in housing supply. 

We are pulling every lever.  

We are leaving no stone unturned.  

We have embarked on a generational rethink of how we deliver not only 
affordable housing, but affordable living. 

Since 2021, we’ve committed more than $5.8 billion into housing and 
homelessness. 
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Our investments are working, with more than 20,600 homes completed in 2024, 
the highest level in over seven years. 

Building approvals have increased to 23,000, up 45 per cent, the strongest in 
the nation. 

The combination of growing housing supply and easing population growth is 
seeing the housing market returning to balance.  

Construction workforce 

The Western Australian construction workforce has also reached record levels, 
supported by our investments in TAFE and training.  

This Budget adds a further $22 million to increase the number of free TAFE 
courses to train more tradies, including more plumbers, bricklayers and 
plasterers. 

Additionally, our Group Training Organisation wage subsidy is supporting a 
thousand new apprentices in the residential construction industry.  

And our Build a Life in WA and Construction Visa Subsidy programs have 
attracted more than 1,100 tradies to WA to commence work, with hundreds 
more claims being processed.  

Housing enabling infrastructure 

This Budget also delivers the first investment of the $400 million Housing 
Enabling Infrastructure Fund.  

From this Fund we will rollout water and power infrastructure across key 
corridors in metropolitan and regional WA to unlock around 33,000 homes. 

This builds on the recently announced Housing Support Program that will 
unlock some 28,000 future homes, and our Infrastructure Development Fund, 
which will deliver almost 8,600 apartments, and more than 720 homes across 
regional WA. 

Supporting home buyers 

In this Budget, we’re delivering further stamp duty cuts supporting some 
5,500 first home buyers each year, with additional support for those in the 
regions. 

We are also creating more opportunities for home ownership, with $210 million 
for 1,000 shared equity loans in new apartment and townhouse developments, 
as well as $75 million in no and low-interest loans to support affordable 
build-to-rent developments. 
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Social and affordable housing 

Mr Speaker, we continue to expand our delivery of additional social housing.  

We have a program to create 5,800 social homes, and we’ve delivered more 
than 3,000 so far. 

We are on track to deliver a further 1,000 homes this financial year and in the 
next. 

We are delivering these homes through a range of partnerships, including a 
$246 million investment to deliver 548 social and affordable homes, with 
Community Housing Providers and the Commonwealth. 

This builds on our historic investment announced late last year to build more 
than 1,800 social and affordable homes, leveraging the Housing Australia 
Future Fund.  

Regional housing 

In regional Western Australia, we’re investing an additional $104 million to 
double our construction program to provide homes for key government workers, 
such as police and teachers. 

We’re investing an additional $25 million through our Regional Housing Support 
Fund, to boost the viability of regional housing projects. 

And we are supporting specific housing projects right across regional WA, 
including in Karratha, Kalgoorlie, Kununurra and Albany. 

Housing innovation 

Our innovative measures to boost housing supply are working. We have 
converted over 680 vacant properties and short stay holiday rentals onto the 
long-term rental market. 

We are also establishing a $50 million Housing Innovation Fund to support 
alternative production methods, building materials, and approaches that 
enhance the productivity of housing delivery across the supply chain. 

Together these initiatives are delivering a major housing construction 
transformation throughout Western Australia. 

LAYING THE FOUNDATION FOR FUTURE GROWTH 

Mr Speaker, this Budget lays the foundations for our future growth and 
prosperity. 

We will continue to play to our strengths by ensuring we remain a global 
resources leader, while diversifying our economy to build resilience and create 
new opportunities. 
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Made in WA 

This Budget delivers funding to support our Made in WA Plan. 

Building on WA Labor’s success of returning railcar manufacturing to WA, 
we will go further to boost local manufacturing. 

We will make our new electric buses here, creating a pipeline of work and 
building new centres of expertise.  

Our expanded ferry network, METRONET on Swan, will include new locally 
made electric ferries. 

The steel fabrication industry, whose capacity has been significantly expanded 
through work undertaken to deliver METRONET, will be tasked with making 
electricity transmission infrastructure that will support our energy transition. 

In this Budget we have committed $25 million to start expanding manufacturing 
facilities in Forrestfield and Picton, and to establish a Local Industry 
Development Fund.  

We are also establishing a $50 million Battery Manufacturing Program to 
support local businesses to make household batteries here in WA. 

Our efforts don’t stop there. 

We are also building on our long history of cutting-edge medical research to 
establish a new biomedical precinct.  This will continue to support new start-ups 
and innovation, clean energy projects, and ensure we turn great ideas into new 
industries and jobs for Western Australians. 

Economic infrastructure 

Mr Speaker, we understand that in a state as big as WA, and so rich in 
resources, economic infrastructure is the key to unlocking new developments. 

In this Budget we are investing over $2.7 billion of new investment in power, 
water, ports and strategic industrial areas.  

We are doubling our Strategic Industries Fund to $1 billion over the next 
10 years.  

This fund will support the delivery of common user infrastructure to Strategic 
Industrial Areas across the State.  

These precincts will be the generator of future jobs for Western Australians, in 
industries such as green iron and new energies at Maitland and Boodarie in the 
Pilbara, defence industries in Kwinana, and downstream processing at 
Kemerton and Mungari. 

We are investing like never before to secure Western Australia’s water supply, 
with a $6.3 billion program of works over the next four years. 
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Together with the delivery of our third major desalination plant, this WA Labor 
Government will make a generational investment in the Goldfields pipeline to 
support growth in the region.  

The $543 million major upgrade will increase the capacity of the Goldfields and 
Agricultural Water Supply Scheme, delivering an additional 7.2 megalitres 
per day. 

This significant investment in our “Golden Pipeline” is the biggest upgrade to 
this infrastructure in decades, highlighting the confidence our government has 
in the future of the Goldfields. 

Mr Speaker, we are also investing a massive $7 billion in energy infrastructure 
over the next four years. 

This includes a further $584 million in Clean Energy Link-North, as well as 
reinforcement of the Regans Ford terminal to unlock up to 1.7 gigawatts of new 
wind generation. 

We are investing a further $181 million in our ports to grow our trade capacity, 
including upgrades to the Utah Point Road, infrastructure to support first point 
of entry for Wyndham and Derby, and a further $163 million for key initiatives 
to deliver Westport. 

The combined boost to energy, water and ports infrastructure accounts for 
almost 40 per cent, or $15 billion, of our infrastructure pipeline over the next 
four years. 

Mr Speaker, much of our economic infrastructure will be delivered in 
regional WA.  

Our overall infrastructure investments in regional WA will total $10.3 billion over 
the next four years. 

And of course, we continue our commitment to Royalties for Regions with an 
additional $4 billion this Budget, with billions more in service delivery. 

Agriculture and tourism 

Mr Speaker, our Agriculture sector is going from strength to strength, with 
record grain crops from two of the last three years. 

Working with industry, we are supporting upgrades to key corridors to move 
more freight on rail. 

Works will begin to increase the capacity of the Midland Main line, and the 
upgrades of rail sidings will continue to support more efficient loading of grain. 

On top of this, we are investing $63 million to both prevent and respond to 
biosecurity threats, and ensure all efforts are taken to protect our environment 
and agricultural industry. 
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We are also investing $6 million to more than double our annual contribution to 
the Wine Industry Export Growth Partnership. 

New dedicated funds to support and market tourism in the Swan Valley and 
Perth Hills have also been allocated, together with another $21 million in the 
outdoor adventure package, bringing our total investment to $186 million. 

Likewise, we’re investing an additional $70 million in essential infrastructure at 
Rottnest Island and  $30 million to revitalise B Shed in Fremantle, including a 
new Rottnest Island Ferry terminal and visitor centre.  

We will also be rolling out our Small Business Growth Grants program, offering 
grants of up to $10,000 to support small business owners to expand their 
businesses.  

EDUCATION AND TRAINING 

Mr Speaker, education, skills and training are integral to unlocking opportunities 
for our young people. 

In this Budget we’re investing an additional $1.8 billion in education and training. 

Education 

In this Budget we begin work to deliver commitments we gave at the election, 
these include: 

• $29 million to pilot free full-time kindy in 10 sites across the State; 

• $15 million to support more schools to provide before and after school care; 

• $10 million to support school canteens to provide healthy and affordable 
lunches; 

• $85 million for the first tranche of upgrades to classrooms, sporting facilities 
and play equipment, as well as our Cool the Schools program; 

• $134 million for new and upgraded schools; and 

• $8 million to upgrade remote non-Government schools in the Kimberley.  

This Budget year our education infrastructure investment is expected to reach 
$669 million. This is almost double the investment in education when we came 
to office. 

We are funding more than $700 million to support growth in school enrolments, 
including a significant uplift to support students with disability. 

An additional $36 million is being invested to recognise and support the 
continued development of education assistants to support kids with special 
needs.  
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We are investing a further $124 million for increased school maintenance. 

And we are increasing investment in the School of Isolated and Distance 
Education, to support more kids learning in regional WA, learning from home, 
and studying specialist subjects. 

Training 

Mr Speaker, one of our proudest achievements has been to turn around the 
damage the former Liberal-National government inflicted on our training sector. 

Under our Government we have reached a new record high of 165,000 
enrolments in TAFE, while over 46,000 young Western Australians have 
accessed our Fee-Free TAFE in 2024. 

For example in 2017: 

• a Diploma of Enrolled Nursing cost more than $10,000; it’s now free.  

• a Certificate III in Bricklaying cost more than $2,600; it’s currently low-fee 
and in 2026 will be free. 

In this Budget specifically we have invested a further $100 million to keep the 
cost of TAFE courses low or free, as well as: 

• $34 million to ensure our TAFEs have the equipment they need to deliver 
the best training outcomes; 

• $17 million to extend and expand our Heavy Vehicle Driver Training 
program and facilities;  

• $12 million to train the hundreds of new apprentices we need to grow our 
defence industries to meet the historic opportunity presented by AUKUS; 
and  

• $8 million to support employers in taking on more mature-aged apprentices. 

Support for Aboriginal businesses and workers 

This Budget continues our record of delivering training and business 
opportunities for Aboriginal workers. 

We will provide an additional $20 million to expand the Aboriginal Rangers 
Program that empowers first nations people and organisations to manage 
country and protect the environment across the State. 

Meanwhile, we are proud to have surpassed our target for more than 3.5 million 
hours of the State's transport infrastructure projects work to be led by Aboriginal 
peoples, including new and established Aboriginal owned businesses across 
the State. 
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HEALTH 

Mr Speaker, the 2025-26 Budget doubles down on our commitment to provide 
accessible and quality healthcare across our State. 

This Budget delivers a $1.4 billion boost to our health system, including: 

• more funding for hospital services;  

• more investment in health infrastructure to unlock additional beds; and 

• progressing our election commitments that will enhance our health system.  

Since coming to office in 2017, our investment in health and mental health has 
been unprecedented.  

Specifically, we’ve expanded the health workforce by 42 per cent, including 
almost 5,600 nurses and 2,300 doctors. 

We will spend $14.2 billion in 2025-26 alone; up over 61 per cent since 2016-17. 

Our per capita spending on hospitals is among the highest in the nation, and 
15 per cent above the national average. 

Over the past four years we have delivered around 800 new beds, with 
hundreds more in the pipeline, including those being delivered in the new 
Women and Babies Hospital. 

In this Budget, we are investing $829 million of additional funding to our hospital 
system to respond to increasing demand.  

We are investing $212 million in new health infrastructure, bringing our pipeline 
to $3.2 billion over the next four years. 

This includes our new our signature Women and Babies hospital, with the 
contract now signed, and construction commencing soon. 

We have also allocated $10 million to planning for the emergency department 
expansions at Royal Perth Hospital and St John of God Midland. 

We are modernising equipment in our health system, with an additional 
$50 million to replace medical equipment, and a further $12 million for new 
magnetic scanners and labs at Perth Children’s Hospital, supported by a 
$7 million contribution from Telethon. 

We are investing $24 million to fit out 60 public beds at Joondalup Health 
Campus to unlock additional bed capacity in the northern suburbs, and 
$9 million to improve access to the QEII Medical Centre multi-deck car park. 

We continue to support and invest in new measures to take pressure off our 
hospitals.  
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We are expanding the Virtual Emergency Department service and establishing 
three Older Adult Care Hubs, with $61 million of additional funding to provide 
additional care to people at or closer to their homes. 

We are investing $11 million to extend the Active Recovery Team Program that 
supports people with acute and complex mental health needs. 

We are investing $9 million to continue the emergency access reform program 
and expand the number of Time to Think beds that help long-stay patients 
transition out of hospital. 

We’re rolling out an 18-month pilot of 'GP ASK’, with $8 million of funding to 
enable GPs to communicate directly with specialists on behalf of their patients. 

We’ve also committed $39 million to partner with Ngala to deliver free access 
to residential parenting services that provide mental health and early 
intervention support to new parents.  

And we are investing a further $8 million to continue the RSV immunisation 
program for infants next year. 

In regional WA we are getting on with improving access to health and mental 
health services. This includes: 

• $19 million to increase the PATS Fuel Subsidy from 26 cents per kilometre 
to 40 cents per kilometre; 

• $12 million to establish a virtual mental health service for children and their 
families across rural and remote WA; 

• $14 million to establish a mental health child and adolescent Acute Care 
and Response Team in Bunbury;  

• $12 million to establish an adult alcohol and other drugs residential 
rehabilitation treatment service in Albany; and 

• $11 million for the construction and delivery of a Derby Wellness Centre, 
and preliminary work on a Broome Withdrawal Service. 

These commitments form just a small part of our annual spend of over 
$2.9 billion on health and mental health services in regional WA. 

Our rollout of regional health and mental health infrastructure continues with 
$944 million allocated over the next four years. 

We are also progressing planning to deliver key commitments, including 
upgrades in Albany, Broome, Geraldton, Kalgoorlie, Kalbarri and Karratha. 

These investments, coupled with major upgrades already underway at 
Bunbury, Geraldton and Peel, will unlock additional capacity for decades to 
come.  
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SUPPORTING COMMUNITIES 

Mr Speaker, this Budget continues our Government’s track record of supporting 
the most vulnerable in our community and keeping our community safe. 

We will deliver an additional $250 million to boost frontline child protection and 
out-of-home care services.  

We are funding an additional 31 child protection workers this Budget. This 
means that since 2018 we have increased the number of child protection 
workers by 372, which represents an increase of 40 per cent. 

We are also delivering on our $10 million election commitment to increase the 
capacity of PCYCs to deliver early intervention and diversionary programs. 

Mr Speaker, over the past five years we have invested over $541 million in the 
prevention of family and domestic violence.  

In this Budget we double down on our effort, including:  

• an additional $11 million to expand Safe at Home, a program that helps 
women and children experiencing domestic and family violence to stay 
safely in their homes. This will enable the expansion of four existing 
domestic violence outreach services and establish three new sites of 
assistance; and 

• an additional $1.4 million to progress planning for the expansion of FDV 
shelters in Albany and Geraldton, as well as five additional refuges across 
the State that will significantly boost access to services. 

Mr Speaker, we continue to invest strongly in our police and justice system with 
an additional $695 million allocated in this Budget. 

Since coming to office, we have added an additional 863 police officers.  

We are bolstering WA Police resources by an additional $246 million, bringing 
our total police resourcing to more than $8 billion over the next four years. 

This includes an additional $43 million to support the implementation of our 
nation-leading firearm reforms. 

We are also delivering $22 million to take hoons off our roads, including 
additional resources and technology to catch offenders. 

Mr Speaker, this Budget includes $41 million of new spending on youth justice 
rehabilitation programs and initiatives to reduce youth crime. This brings the 
Government's total additional investment in youth justice to $567 million over 
the past four years. 

We are also spending an additional $119 million to support people with 
disability, including Western Australia’s transition to the NDIS Full Scheme 
Agreement and supported community living. 
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We are establishing a $4 million Veterans Facilities Fund to complement the 
State’s $1.3 million annual contribution to the Anzac Day Trust and ensure our 
veterans can access the support they need.  

Mr Speaker, we are also investing $127 million to bolster our fire and 
emergency response capability, bringing total funding to $2.8 billion over the 
next four years. 

This Budget delivers commitments including: 

• $23 million for the new Yanchep Career Fire Rescue Service station; 

• $8 million for the replacement of the Bullsbrook Volunteer Fire and 
Emergency Services station; 

• $8 million for upgrades to improve emergency warning systems;  

• $7 million for the establishment of two aerial suppression strike teams to 
mitigate the threat of crop fires; and 

• over $212 million in grants over four years to support fire and rescue 
services and volunteers across the State.  

Mr Speaker, in this Budget we deliver on our election commitments to provide 
additional resources to organisations that provide care for animals and pets, 
including: 

• $23 million to the RSPCA to provide animal care, rehabilitation and 
veterinary services; 

• $2 million to provide grants of up to $50,000 for initiatives that support the 
welfare of companion animals and wildlife; and  

• $5 million to Guide Dogs WA for breeding and training programs that assist 
people with disabilities in our community. 

TRANSPORT 

Mr Speaker, METRONET has transformed our city and suburbs, making travel 
more affordable and accessible, taking cars off our roads, and creating new 
precincts for the delivery of thousands of new homes.  

We have delivered 61 kilometres of new track and 20 new stations, forever 
changing the face of WA. 

And in the last year alone, we have: 

• opened the Yanchep Rail Extension, including Eglinton, Alkimos and 
Yanchep stations; 

• opened the Ellenbrook Line, including the Morley, Noranda, Ballajura, 
Whiteman Park and Ellenbrook stations; 
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• opened the Thornlie-Cockburn Line with two new stations at Ranford Road 
and Nicholson Road, and the upgrade of three existing stations Thornlie, 
Cockburn and Perth Stadium; and 

• opened the elevated rail from Beckenham to Victoria Park, removed six level 
crossings and built five new stations at Beckenham, Cannington, Queens 
Park, Oats Street and Carlisle, all part of the Armadale Line Transformation. 

The transformational METRONET continues with the Byford Rail Extension, the 
METRONET Long Park and the new Midland Station due to be completed in 
this Budget year.  

Mr Speaker, METRONET is now turning amphibious.  

We will commence the long-awaited expansion of our ferry system with 
$107 million to deliver METRONET on Swan.  

The expansion of our ferry network has been talked about for decades. We will 
get on, and deliver it. 

Back on land we will invest $18 million to deliver the new Surf CAT bus service 
to Scarborough beach, and $103 million for the electric transition of our bus 
fleet.  

Mr Speaker, we’ll continue our significant investment in regional roads and 
addressing key congestion points across our network with transformational 
projects, these include:  

• a $250 million Regional Road Safety Program for safety upgrades on local 
government roads; 

• $700 million to widen and upgrade the Kwinana Freeway, helping to ease 
congestion and support future economic activity in the Western Trade 
Coast; 

• $450 million for the Reid Highway and Erindale Road grade separated 
intersection;  

• $36 million for upgrades along the Wanneroo Road corridor; 

• $25 million to improve the South Coast Highway; and 

• $25 million for the Northam-Pithara road to realign sections of the road and 
replace the ageing bridges.  

Mr Speaker, we also understand the need to invest in our freight rail system to 
support our farmers, industry and regional communities.  

That is why we are working to bring our freight rail network back under 
Government control, which will unlock greater economic opportunities.  
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SPORT AND ENTERTAINMENT  

Mr Speaker, in this Budget we are making a record investment in community 
sporting infrastructure around the State. 

Building on some incredible achievements so far, we will commit a record spend 
in community sporting infrastructure together with new high-performance 
facilities. 

Investment in sporting infrastructure can leverage wider community, tourism 
and economic outcomes. 

Just look at the incredible success in Bunbury of the first AFL game in 
regional WA. 

We have also started the third and fourth pitches at the internationally 
acclaimed Sam Kerr Football Centre, a centre that is soon hosting visiting 
teams like the Matildas, Surabaya and AC Milan. 

We have committed $15 million to complete the WACA redevelopment, which 
along with a community hub and aquatic facility will deliver world class high 
performance facilities.  

Across the river, the $163 million rebuild of the Perth Hockey Stadium is 
underway. This national centre of excellence will ensure the Australian 
Kookaburras and Hockeyroos continue to be based in Western Australia and 
will be a platform to host national and international championships.  

We will support Western Australia’s entry into the National Rugby League. 
We will invest $60 million over seven years, to support the establishment of an 
NRL team in WA. This funding will support grassroots development and see a 
positive economic return to the State, as we enter a national competition that 
will support new jobs and visitation to Western Australia. 

And $20 million has also been allocated to commence the new 
High Performance facility in Malaga as we committed at the election, which will 
eventually become home to Rugby League, together with many codes. 

But members this is just the beginning. 

We know that our grassroot sporting clubs are at the heart of our communities. 

The modern village green – where community gathers not only to participate, 
but to connect and feel a sense of belonging. 

That’s why investment in community infrastructure is so important. 

We have allocated a record $332 million in this Budget, not only to deliver some 
of the high-class facilities, but to support new community sporting infrastructure. 
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Whether it be new light towers; new pitches, ovals, fields or hardcourts; or new 
and upgraded changerooms to give women and girls appropriate places to 
change; our Government is with you. 

And if you love your motorsports, like hundreds of thousands of 
Western Australians do, we are also with you.  

We will upgrade the Perth Motorplex in Kwinana and spend $10 million on 
upgrades to community and regional motorsport facilities across WA. 

But our support for sports and entertainment does not stop there. 

We will deliver a new multi-use community, entertainment and sporting precinct 
at Burswood. This will create the most iconic sporting, music and events 
precinct in Australia, supporting new jobs and bringing activity and new vibrancy 
to our city.  

Linked with this, we are continuing to deliver on our commitment to live music 
and the arts in Western Australia, with commitments that include a $2.7 million 
Live Music Support package. 

WA’s live music scene will also be bolstered by the $150 million redevelopment 
of the Perth Concert Hall that will help grow our creative industries and attract 
investment to Western Australia. 

In addition, the Perth Film Studios is scheduled to open next year with 60 per 
cent of construction now complete and stages and workshops now up on set.  

Members, with these types of investments, Western Australia has lost the 
‘Wait Awhile’ tag and is fast becoming known as WA - ‘Way Ahead’.  

ENVIRONMENT 

Mr Speaker, Western Australia has a proud record of strong environmental 
protection and Western Australians just love our outdoors.  

Our incredible natural environment is a selling point for our State.   

Since coming into office, we have created 6.5 million hectares of new national 
parks, marine parks and nature reserves. 

We are moving to a far more sustainable forest industry, banning the logging of 
native forests, and spending $350 million to support the transition into plantation 
timber. 

We are injecting $5 million to the Healthy Oceans Fund to support our 
underwater ecosystem through seagrass bed restoration projects and research. 

We are investing $17 million to deliver greener, leafier and more liveable local 
communities through Treebates and the Urban Canopy Program. 
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And of course, our highly successful Containers for Change has seen over 
3 billion containers diverted from landfill since its launch in 2020, and we 
continue to prepare to extend the scheme to wine and spirit bottles. 

CONCLUSION 

Mr Speaker, on March the 8th Western Australians emphatically endorsed 
WA Labor’s plan for Western Australia.  

Our plan of growing the economy, supporting diversification, and a future made 
in WA. 

Our plan to create jobs and opportunities for our young people. 

Our plan to continue to support new housing supply. 

Our plan to continue to invest in our health system and hospitals. 

We are proud, that at this time of unprecedented global instability and economic 
uncertainty, this Budget delivers on this plan. 

And I am proud, that our Government has the confidence, energy and optimism 
to continue to forge an exciting economic future for this State. 

As a mother of three teenage children, I understand that our biggest role in this 
place, is not only to care for today – but to ensure we create a bigger and 
stronger WA for the next generation. 

This is a Budget that delivers to them. 

Mr Speaker, I am proud to deliver our WA Labor Government’s ninth Budget 
and return the trust shown in us by meeting our commitments and implementing 
our plan that will shape our State for decades to come.  

Mr Speaker, I commend the Budget to the House. 

I would now like to proceed with the formalities. 

Appropriation (Recurrent 2025-26) Bill 2025 is for recurrent services, which 
comprise the delivery of services and administered grants, subsidies and other 
transfer payments. 

Recurrent service estimates of $36,592,013,000 include a sum of 
$3,313,605,000 permanently appropriated under Special Acts, leaving an 
amount of $33,278,408,000 that is to be appropriated in the manner shown in 
the Schedule to Appropriation (Recurrent 2025-26) Bill 2025. 

Mr Speaker, I commend the Bill to the House. 
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